
We spent the summer living in the Sermon on the Mount understanding what it means to be Jesus’ disciples.  As we went through the beatitudes, salt and light, and I say to you’s, hopefully you were challenged by the Spirit to ask how to act in a particular situation.  You may have asked your spouse, your friend, or even me for advice or feedback.  These are all good starting places.  However, as today’s text shows, and the next four sermons will study deeper, it is the Holy Spirit who helps us understand how to react to the current situation in the current place.  

This process is called Spiritual Discernment in the biz.  In John, Jesus simply calls it “hearing the Shepherd’s voice.”  In hearing the Shepherd’s voice and knowing which one is the Shepherd’s voice and which is our own voice, and which is the voice of the evil one’s we are able to make decisions on how to act as a disciple, no matter the complications that face us.
The first thing we need to realize from the 1 Corinthians text is that we can not push forward in our spiritual walk and leave the Sermon on the Mount as excess Spiritual baggage that is weighing us down.  Verse 6 affirms this. “We do speak a message of wisdom among the perfect, or if you remember from last week, mature.”  
Paul is saying to the Corinthians, “You that heard Christ’s original call and are now trying to live that out, we speak a life giving message to you.”  Remember, last week we saw what a mature person, one who was living out their life’s calling does.  They love their enemies, pray for them, turn the other cheek, give freely, and walk the extra mile.  All which are concrete examples of the Beatitudes.  
As the mature in Christ, what is this secret message that God’s Secret wisdom spoke and was considered foolish by the ruler’s of that age and this age?  The wisdom that no mind could think of on its own but God prepared for his disciples since the dawn of creation?  It is the cross.  The sacrificial act of dying for your enemy and lifting them up to God as you do so.  “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do.”  
You may want to counter, it had never happened before, so how can you blame the rulers and people for putting Christ on the cross.  When was the last time you heard of someone being crucified and being raised from the dead three days later?  How you respond to that question on an emotional level will give you a clue to how you will respond at this point to Spiritual Discernment.

I used ‘emotional level’ because Jesus promised that we would do greater things than this in our lives.  The question becomes, do you know the love of God well enough to respond to the call?  Do you respond to a challenging situation with the logic, “God raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand, why couldn’t he do as he sounds to be calling me to do?”
Do we start by looking at all of the negatives first to rule out the possibility or looking at the positives?  Both need to be looked at.  But do we trust God enough to do it.  Ian McFadden, whose wedding I went to, and I used to go paddling together.  Ian was a better kayaker than I, or at least trusted his skills more.  So when we scouted a section he always saw the possibilities, being not as confident in my skills, I saw all the places for disaster.  While this combination made for very safe paddling, without Ian’s deeper trust of our skills, I would have missed out on many awesome experiences.  Do we have Ian’s attitude when it comes to God working in our life or my reserved seeing all of the dangers of trusting God.

Before you go too far, know that this is not the end of discernment.  It is not just a matter of pushing yourself to the edge every time, but asking whose voice is telling you to push yourself to the edge.  But the question remains, “How much do you know God’s love?”  The deeper that love is in you, the greater God’s call can be on your life.  The more we will be able to die to self and be unified with the heart of God and see God working.

One of the most basic instincts within us is self preservation.  We usually go about that by protecting ourselves.  God would rather have us trust him to do the preserving and have us join him in the work to which he has called us.  We keep many things as our insurance policy so that we don’t have to be dependent upon God.  We’ve stayed in jobs to keep our benefits even while feeling called elsewhere.  Again, I am a big fan of insurance and benefits of a job.  But are the benefits overruling the King’s rule.  One of my mentor’s used to ask, “Do you have more than you could move if God called you to go?”  Another way of asking this is, “What keeps you here?”  Do those things that keep you seem to be from God?

The reason I am asking these questions instead of giving you a checklist is only you know what keeps you here.  I could guess, but never put in all the pieces.  Yet, God does know, for his Spirit searches all things.  Not only all of us, but also the deep mind of God.  As this Spirit probes the mind of God and God’s calling for us, he then shares that with us.  This Spirit helps us understand how to live out the new life God has given us.  Where to be bold, how to know we really are loved, how to respond to a situation.

Now, here comes the tricky part.  This is the mind of God and not the mind of the world.  God’s call will be to servant hood and the world’s call will be to kingship.  Our natural selves prefer kingship over servant hood and will call anything heading in that direction foolishness or moronic.  Even telling it to someone who is a Christian is not a guarantee that it will come across correctly.  For there are days when I live further in worldly wisdom than Godly wisdom.  I will be talking with someone and realize this and my whole point of view will suddenly switch.
Doing the work of God can not be done without the mind of God.  Everything needs to be decided in consoltation with the Spirit.  Otherwise we become legalist and Pharisees.  There are routines that the Spirit can lead us to establish, but if we are afraid to break those routines when called by God to do so, we have gone too far.  God wants us coming to him and responding.
So the question might be, how do we respond to someone who says, “The spirit told me to do this and you can not say anything about it.  Because the scripture says, “The spiritual man is not subject to any man’s judgment.”  That is true, but that does not mean that we can not try and help our brother’s and sister’s make sure that it is the word of God they are hearing.  If it is the Spirit speaking, it should align with scripture.  Scripture is not man’s judgment, it is God’s word, so judgments of a spiritual man must align there.  Then asking questions to help them process through the process can be beneficial.  In the end, it is still there call, but the Spirit of God comes to us in many ways, including our brothers and sisters.

Paul concludes this paragraph with the statement, “We have the mind of Christ!”  The question is, “Do we really?”  If we do, then our decisions will always be made without fear and for God’s glory.  They will always be made with no doubt of God’s love for us and in us.  As the mind of Christ grows within us, we can be more sure of the Spirit’s decisions for our life.  We will be willing to be beatitude people because we know God’s love that much more.  Without knowing that love, trusting God’s call becomes foolishness.  Amen.
