
Tourist season is around the corner and I am left to ask you, “How do you do it?”  How do you give the visitors even a glimpse of what life is like around here?  Do you ever feel like you are not giving them the full experience of life here? 

I ask this, because after six months here, time I feel I have worked hard to see a great many things, I am still seeing new things that leave me in awe.  Each month a new picture is opened up, each excursion, there is a new opportunity to see God’s great creation.  My time here started with bears and salmon.  Then the snow came and great days of skiing have been had.  I have stood on a number of peaks and ridges this winter and each time a whole new world stands on the other side.  I have watched the Northern Lights a number of nights from my front yard.  This week a new thing on the list, a humpback whale surfaced thirty feet away from my kayak.


With all of this activity, I know that there is much more to be done and seen.  I am open to help from anyone who wants to help me in this seeing all there is to see and do.  I also have learned that unless you are at the highest point you don’t have the full picture.


As I was trying to figure out how to exposit this passage from 1 Peter today, I kept on thinking that I had reached the main idea only to find it to be a false summit.  While much could be gained from standing there and telling about what was to be seen, I knew that if I went a little further, I would be able to see everything with clearer detail and better understanding.


So where is this summit of 1 Peter 3:13-22?  In order to answer that, we must do what all explorers do, look at a map of the structures before us.  When we do that, we will realize the this section has a definite shape to it.  It is chiastic in form, or a mountain shape.  What you see on the way up you will see again a little differently on the way down. At the base, “Your slanderers will be ashamed. This happens twice, once at 3:16 and again at 4:3-5. Suffering in God’s will is just beyond the trail head at 3:17 and before the end at 4:1b-2.  As we move above tree line we are reminded that Christ suffered, 3:18 and 4:1a.  As the summit seems beyond our grasp, we are comforted and encouraged in Christ triumphing over hostile spirits 3:19 and 22.  As we stand at the summit, we are told that Noah was saved through water and so are we, 3:20-21.

It is because of salvation through the water that everything else comes into full perspective.  The waters allow the reasons for triumphing over hostile spirits, suffering for the unjust, suffering being part of Gods will, and being slandered makes sense.  If we try and explain any of this on it’s own apart from the connection of our baptism, it will not hold.

For instance, someone might argue, water is not what saved Noah, but the ark.  The water was what killed everyone, being on the ark saved the eight.  This is true, but make sure you are looking at the situation from the top with everything in view.  Verse 21 starts off, “And baptism, which this prefigured.”  We have the key that this is a metaphor with prefigured.  Why did the flood happen?  Genesis 6 tells us, “The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.”  So in brining on the flood, he saved humanity from completely “living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry; a.k.a. 1 Peter 4:3.  Baptism is claiming to do this.  But we are left with the word “prefigured.”  If the main idea of Noah was not the ark, then there would be more emphasis on the amount of water and less on the building.  Peter himself knows this.  That is why he tells us that baptism is not what washes away our sin.  It is only an appeal to God for good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

That is the main power of baptism, Jesus Christ’s resurrection.  Baptism is just a one sided water fight in church without the resurrection of Jesus Christ just as the flood story would be without the ark.  In the baptism, we are brought sealed into a place where life is lived through Christ instead of ourselves.  We can stand before God through Christ, we are forgiven in Christ’s blood and new life, we are able to be at peace in our minds through Jesus’ work in the Holy Spirit.  We know our ark is up to the task of prevailing over the waters because it has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.


This Jesus on who’s resurrection our salvation depends, has control over all spirits.  Jesus told them this in his death and now reminds them from the throne.  They made their choice during the time of Noah and are now living out the repercussions.  Under the watchful and loving eye of Jesus, these spirit beings have no control over us.  They lost that when they stepped out from under God’s shadow and we stepped into his shadow.  


Christ’s power over these spirit’s came through his suffering.  He the just, in the place of the unjust.  Righteous for the unrighteous.  All of our benefits comes from Christ’s suffering, our appeal for good conscience is rooted here.  Someone who did not deserve the suffering took the suffering.

Is it a surprise that we may suffer then as well?  Even suffering for doing good is a possibility since a just and righteous man suffered for our freedom.  In our suffering, we must be prepared to answer why we are suffering.  This is one time when it is good and proper to pass the blame, assuming we are speaking truthfully.

If we say, we are suffering because of Jesus Christ, that is true and gives some glory to God.  If that is the extent of our defense or our answer, we are leaving some wholes to fill by the person asking the question.  That is why we must be ready to answer fully.  That is why our church body has a period of examination for new members and a commitment to further instruction.  The answer of, “I don’t know,” is not acceptable for the free life we now have.  There is always a reason for the hope we have, why we are willing to suffer.  Do you know what your reason is?  Does Jesus’ resurrection fit into the story at all?  Is there an element of being sealed into that promise of ever expanding new life through baptism?

If there is, then it should be of no surprise that your slanders, those talking deceitfully about you will be ashamed.  Newspapers know this.  There is nothing more embarrassing to them than having to retract a statement.  That is why our conscience needs to be clear before God.  If we are blameless than we are a target that can not be taken down.  Please notice I said blameless and not perfect.  We are only perfect through Christ.  In order to do that, we must continually be asking for forgiveness.  We must continually be asking Christ for guidance.  When we are not hearing well, we must be back asking for mercy.  


Can you imagine the shame an attorney would feel in a courtroom if they were to grill a defendant about all of their faults and inconsistencies.  Building an impenetrable case that clearly can have no other verdict than the death penalty.  At the end of the prosecutors rant, the judge asks, “Are you finished.”  “Yes your honor!” the prosecutor responds triumphantly.  The defendant’s attorney then stands up and presents his defending argument.  “My client and I have talked the case over and he has confessed to everything he is accussed of, but he has asked me for help and knows of my previous case history.  He has committed himself fully to the mercy and guidance of the court.  So what is your ruling, based on me being involved in his life?  What do you say Dad?”

The shame will lay upon the slanderer and the sufferer will be blessed.  The one who suffers for doing right is a direct paraphrase of the eighth beatitude.  The eighth beatitude is the culmination of the other eight.  All eight describe what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  As we are following Christ, we will be slandered, we will suffer and need to explain why.  We will not fear because Christ also suffered and rules over all, and he has called us to this type of living through baptism.  A symbol of the work happening in us through Christ’s resurrection and ascension to the throne of God.  It all comes together from the very top.  We are reminded of all of this on the way down as well.  Ensuring that we never forget why we live in this place and we are able to share our reasons with others.
Amen.

