
Our understanding of the nature of earthquakes has greatly improved since the glory days of Rome.  We now know all about plate tectonics, fault lines, aftershocks, and seismographs.  Our ability to predict them however, has not increased.  Why, because as the insurance world likes to call them, they are “acts of God.”  The legal definition being, “A manifestation especially of a violent or destructive natural force, such as a lightning strike or earthquake, that is beyond human power to cause, prevent, or control.”  Any time there is an earthquake, it is not because of human action or neglect.  The secular insurance world at least acknowledges God in this scenario.

The ancient world had a similar understanding of the cause of earthquakes.  They were often associated with theophanies, or God revelations,  of warning or phenomena.  Beyond Poseidon striking the earth’s floor with his trident in anger, earthquakes in the ancient world were usually found in salvation stories.  Stories where peoples, nations, and lives were saved from impending death.

In the biblical world, the Old Testament has the earth quaking when the order is disturbed.  Proverbs 30:21 lists three things that causes the earth to tremble, included in the list is a servant who becomes King.  Other instances are God giving his law to his people and revealing himself to Elijah.

The New Testament depicts the earth trembling when there is a spiritual disturbance.  Is it any wonder than, that Jerusalem has experienced seismic tremors during the last week three times and four times total in Matthew.  Who is to blame for all this seismic activity?  Jesus of Nazareth is responsible.


His actions cause creation itself to tremble.  He is throwing the world’s order in a different direction and causing great spiritual disturbances.  When the Magi arrived, Jerusalem was shaken because there was a new King on the earth.  Not just for Jerusalem, but for all the peoples and nations, and for creation itself.  The world shook again on Palm Sunday as the King came to take his place on the thrown.  The hope of the world boiled to a climax as he entered the gates of the city.  The very earth itself was moved just as Jesus said, “If the people did not praise the King entering the city, the stones would cry out.”  Cry out they did in a rumble that moved everyone.  Then again, the earth felt defeated as did all of those expecting the Messiah, as their Messiah hung on a cross.  As he breathed his last breath, the earth shook and the temple veil was torn, leaving hope for those who had ears to hear and eyes to see.

Now on this, the third day since the death on the cross, at the dawn of the new day, God’s actions have once again given the earth reason to tremble.  The Messiah has been resurrected from the grave.  His body no longer lays in the cave.  He is alive!  Hope is alive within the earth once again!


Hope is alive at least depending on your worldview.  Where you stand in relation to how things should go in the world.  Hebrews 12 tells us of how Christ’s Word’s shook the foundations of the world.  It continues on to say that later, both heaven and earth will be shaken, and only that which is the Kingdom of God will remain.  Everything that is not under the authority of the God King Jesus will be sifted away.  


The text out of Matthew confirms this.  Look at the reactions of the people in the story.  First there are the guards, who are the pure opposition to God’s work in the world.  Their reaction when shaken is to be shaken as well, fall on the ground as though dead.  Fear of what was happening overcame them and left them paralyzed.  Compare this to the reaction of the Mary’s, who are able to travel steadily and come to the tomb without hindrance.  Why, because when their world is shaken, they follow proper earthquake protocol.  They find the most solid object available and lay down before it.


Verse nine reads, “9﻿ Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.”  They held firm to the feet of Jesus and worshipped him.  What stronger place could they hold than that?


If your worldview depicts man as all powerful and self sufficient, you will find your self of the last sifting being shaken away.  However, if your worldview is built upon Jesus Christ living and reigning, bringing in his Kingdom, hope is not only alive, but abounds.  


Again, the two worldviews are only to be studied.  The guards were paralyzed by fear by what was happening, the women were given new life by what was happening.  Both groups saw the messenger.  Both groups saw that the tomb was empty.  Yet there are completely different reactions, because of the worldview, or the set of lenses they were observing these occurrences from.  Do you see lightning as a threat to your life or a sign of the glory of God?  It probably depends on whether you are sitting somewhere safe or on top of a mountain peak or in an aluminum boat in the middle of a lake.  Does white as snow bring up images of forgiveness or bitter, blanketing cold?


It all depends on who’s feet you are on the ground holding.  Are you curled up in a ball, rocking on the ground, holding your own feet like a hedgehog for protection?  Or are you laid out, fully exposed, holding onto the feet of Jesus?

When it becomes the later, there is nothing to fear.  With the former, there is much to fear.  The women are twice reminded not to fear.  Instead, they are to trust God.  As they do that, they see why.  The first time, they do not fear, and look and see that the tomb is empty.  Are we trusting in God enough to see that the tomb is empty.  If we are, we are to then go and tell his disciples.  Why would we not, death does not work the way we once thought it did.  Knowing of God’s brilliant work causes a reaction, to share that good news.  


The women, to be fair to the guards are not 100% without fear at this point.  The difference is, they also have joy.  As they go to spread the good news, they come face to face with Jesus.  This is not a once time occurance.  Odds are, if you have spread the good news that the tomb is empty that you probably came face to face with Christ.  Jesus’ presence brings the rejoicing to full and empties out the remnants of fear.  Jesus gives them the same message, adding in that what they are already feeling is good and right with the command, “Rejoice!”  The remaining fears of “maybe something else happened to him” are vanquished.  All that remains is to fall at his feet, worship him.  Then, go and tell the disciples.  Both go and tell are commands.  Go to the people who need to hear and tell them the good news.

To the disciples, Jesus’ words will be sweeter than the messengers.  The messenger said, “Go and tell the disciples.”  Jesus says, “Go and tell my brothers.”  For those who had disowned and deserted, the term brothers carried the sense of redemption and new life as strongly of forgiveness as the white as snow does.  Even in failing him, there is room for them still in the family of God.  Jesus’ first words in his resurrected body tell us to, rejoice, because you are forgiven.  


This is possible because the earth is not how it once was.  It has been shaken and there is a new order in the universe.  Death no longer has the final say.  Death is no longer to be feared.  Because Jesus, dying on the cross defeated death and its chambers could not hold him.  Out of Jesus’ act of self-sacrificing love, Satan lost the key to fear over death and God’s way to new life reigned supreme.  Causing the earth to shake and God to send his messenger to show that the door is open, because there is no one laying in the tomb.

Let the earth and all that is within it, reverberate with joy!  For he is risen, he is risen indeed!

