
How do you give directions to your home?  How do you tell someone which house is yours.  Back in the lower 48, I used to first give them my address and then tell them a major landmark and that usually did the trick.  However, it is not that easy around here, since as far as I can tell, house numbers are arbitrary.  I at least made up a number for the UPS man, but have yet to post it on my house.  As far as I can tell, I am not alone.  So when I am giving someone directions to my house, their background determines the directions.  Locals get, “across from the Presbyterian or white painted Church.”  Out of towners get, walk to 5th Street, take a left, and call me on my cell phone when you get to main street.  

Both have the same message, but the message of where my house is, is worded differently.  Jesus does the same thing here today with one final blessed.  In reality, it is a repeat of last week, but with some further details and alterations.  In comparing and contrasting the two messages, we should hopefully hear Jesus’ overall message to us more clearly.


The first words are still the same, blessed, makarios, you lucky dog!  We now know for sure that Jesus did not make a mistake or their was a scribal error the first time when he told us we were blessed when we were persecuted.  Sorry.


The next word is not the same however.  It is no longer a general blessing as in the previous eight.  Instead of ‘to the ones’ it is designated to ‘you,’ to the one hearing Jesus’ word, to his disciples then and his disciples now.  This verse nails down Jesus’ meaning.  If you are Jesus disciple, his follower, life will not be carefree, without troubles.


Instead of just persecuted, more woes are added onto the menu.  People will also insult you.  You will be reviled and mocked.   We see this at the end of Matthew as Jesus hangs on the cross.  The Pharisees and passersby call out to him, “He saved others, why don’t you save yourself.”  We today, hear different shades of this taunt.  “If God really loved you, why is this happening to you?”  “Maybe if you had more faith, this problem would be solved.”  On it goes, take your own life and insert the mocking in.


Then comes persecution, just like the first time.  The choice between the easier life or the Christian life.  Will we choose Christ and his kingdom or the World and it’s stronghold.  
Those who first heard this message had much clearer persecution.  The religious life pervaded all of life.  Builders built many temples, tailors were decorating said temples and priests.  Even the shepherds sold animals to be slaughtered.  To choose other than support the other god’s meant financial hardship.  
It would have be something similar to choosing to not support the cruise ship industry.  What job here is not connected?  Tourism has its obvious link, and restaurants will always be open to cruise passengers, many of our roads are built because of the cruise system, even my job is connected as we welcome many visitors in off the ships to worship with us.  If the Cruise Industry were a god, we would find life completely altered if we were to stand apart.  We would be basically forced back into the pioneering spirit of Alaska.

The third strike against us comes from false words about us, evil spoken against us, lies told to keep us down.  This is done in a wide variety of ways as well.  The first Christians experienced this with rumors of eating humans and agape feasts that were changed to eros love feasts in the worldly description. 
We face the same thing every day with people’s misconceptions of Christ and the Triune God.  We daily hear unbiblical theology be spouted from other’s and probably our own mouth.  We understand Christ in ways that he never meant or came close to saying.  These false words are often spoken out of ignorance by the person, but maliciously by the Father of Lies.  
With the two additions of mocking and lying to us, we are then again given the reason for the three attacks happening to us.  Only this time, instead of ‘for righteousness sake,’ it is ‘for my sake.’  Because of righteousness and because of me.  Basic logic allows us to conclude that righteousness and Jesus are one in the same.  They are synonyms.  Working back a few beatitudes, we can now say, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, for they shall be satisfied.”
Why does Jesus hold off until the end to tell us this?  Why didn’t he say this at first?  The Jews understood righteousness, Jesus was slowly breaking out this new reality to them.  He was righteousness.  They would not fully understand, but in his first sermon, Jesus is already hinting at what is to become.  He is telling them the truth in a very loving manner.  He is also already predicting his passion of Holy Week and why we are called to join him.  We are blessed if we choose to face these things because of our relationship with Christ.
Then, Jesus makes another socially awkward statement because of the context.  He tells us not only be blessed, but have joy and rejoice, be so filled with joy that you leap with joy. The first word Chairo, means to enjoy a state of happiness and well-being—‘to rejoice, to be glad.’  The second word agalliaō: is another step up.  It is to experience a state of great joy and gladness, often involving verbal expression and appropriate body movement—‘to be extremely joyful, to be overjoyed, to rejoice greatly.’  To express the joy physically.

The struggle to make sense of this command to have joy is natural if we do not connect all of the dots.  Why am I commanded to be joyful when I am persectuted?  The joy is not because of the persecution alone, but the meaning of the persecution.  The persecution is a sign that we really are Christ’s disciple’s if the world is reacting to us as it reacted to Christ.  If it is lying, persecuting, and mocking us, we are in the same place as our Lord.  We are definitely following him.  We definitely know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We should therefore rejoice, because if we are living like Christ lived, we are going where Christ went.  That is, we are going to be in the presence of the Father.  

The Father has many wonderful, gracious gifts he is storing up for us.  Not because we earned them, but because he wants to give them to us.  Just as the most meaningful gift giving happens with us.  We receive wonderful presents from others, not because we earned them, but simply from having a relationship with them.  Out of that relationship, we grow closer and the other person thinks of us and who we are and knows what will give us great joy.  They obtain the gift for us out of love.

The place these gifts are stored is heaven.  So this is really a double blessing. Not only is God putting away all kinds of gifts that will remind us that we are loved, but we are also going to be in heaven.  Living as Christ, Christ living in our daily actions is all that is required to be a member of heaven.
Knowing and following is all that is needed for eternal life.  Not just knowing, because one of the most knowledgeable folks on Christ is Satan himself.  The following is also necessary.  This is a speed bump for many.  Many can tell you all kinds of facts about Christ.  There are many scholars who have written books on the Gospels, who do not have a personal relationship with Christ.  To be able to recite the beatitudes is not enough, even though hopefully all of you can now.  It is the following of the beatitudes that makes the difference.


We are reminded in the end, that we are not the first nor the last to experience these things.  We simply need to look at God’s story, his story, history and see that all of his prophet’s were persecuted because they were living out elements of the beatitudes.  I would challenge you to find a true prophet of God who was not persecuted because of at least living out one of the beatitudes.  Speaking the truth, calling out the sin in other’s life, choosing the way of God is a dangerous way of life.  But the rewards are eternal.

No matter where you are at, I hope these words are rooting you stronger in your call as a disciple.  You will face adversity because of Christ in a variety of forms.  But all of those forms are a different way of telling you that you are on your way home.  So be exceedingly glad and continue to hunger and thirst after Christ. , He promises you will be filled because there is nothing like home cooking, no matter how much adversity you faced, you lucky dog.

Amen

