
In my Junior Year of High School, as I trying to determine my future, one of the possibilities I looked into was being a pirate.  Yet, using a large database of colleges, not one of them offered a degree or even minor in Piracy.  The adventure on the high seas, swinging on a rope onto another ship, the travel benefits, and even the loot today would be great.  I know that my treasure chests would be full of diamonds and tanzanite.



I bring this up, because after spending the week in Matthew 5:27-30, pirates kept on coming into the picture.  I spent most of my time focusing on the areas that normally did not get any attention.  Not one commentator made any mention of why it is the right hand or right eye that goes first.  Then I tried to imagine what it would be like to take this command seriously and the first person I thought of was a, you guessed it, pirate.


Your characteristic pirate has what?  They have an eye patch of course, that is almost standard.  Then, thanks to Peter Pan and Captain Hook, a good pirate captain has hook for a hand.  In the case of Captain Hook, the hand missing is the right hand.  Then, if you were to look at the other places that Jesus tells us to chop off body parts, the foot is included in the list.  Making Pirates the perfect literalist to Jesus’ commands with the peg leg.  You could continue to extend the metaphor with their talking pirates, because Jesus tells us to “consider the birds of the air.”


As I considered the viability of using pirates as my example, there was a part of me that wanted to go another way.  Pirates are too vulgar, too wild, too beyond the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Is there some upright person, some hero who only needs a little fine tuning or change of purpose to use?  Our fleshly instinct is off base from the gospel when we find ourselves saying this.  


If Jesus Christ can welcome pirates into his kingdom, he can welcome you and me.  For we are all currently pirates of God’s kingdom, ignoring the rules of his kingdom and doing what benefits us the most.  We have the capability to show mercy, as long as we are in control, but cross us the wrong way and find yourself dead or at least badly injured floating in the open seas.  If you are lucky and we had some type of relationship, we might just maroon you on a deserted island because we are so good on our own.


If you are not convinced that you are a pirate in God’s kingdom, then look at our the first two verses.  Last week, I was able to say in the face value sense, “Most of us in here have never committed murder.”  I will not say the same thing this week with adultery. Our culture is catching up with the time when Jesus spoke these words.  The Greco-Roman culture had wives for legitimate children and household responsibilities, then mistresses for pleasure, and prostitutes for worship.  We may not even hold families too highly any more as a culture.


Being guilty of the literal meaning of adultery, when Jesus gives God’s original intention of the words, who can stand?  Jesus does not limit it to whenever a man has sex with a married woman, as the Pharisees did, with two unmarried people being fornication.  He extends it once again to the same place as before; our heart.  He says if we even lust after her, we have committed adultery with her in our heart.  We say the act counts, Jesus agrees, but expands the realm of action beyond the physical to the mental, emotional, and spiritual realm as well.


We should not be surprised that Jesus extends it this far, for adultery is the seventh command and not coveting is the tenth command.  He just connected the dots for the people.  Lust and covet are the same word in the Greek.  Lusting is usually chosen in reference to sexual situations and covet in material situations.  In both cases it is “to strongly desire to have what belongs to someone else and/or to engage in an activity which is morally wrong.”  You can not desire without your heart.  To covet comes from the very core of your being.

Jesus knows this and knows that few could stand.  He also knew of the literalists, so he chose his words carefully.  He is not calling us to never look at the opposite gender.  He is telling us that when we look, in order to desire them, we are guilty.  Even with this distinction, we are probably all still guilty.  


This look is a classic shot in movies.  The slow pan up the person from a narrow to wider point of view.  It is meant for nothing else than to make us realize how beautiful and sexy this character is and that we should desire them.  I know this is the case, because you never saw the camera pan slowly up on Tom Brokaw or Ted Koppel, for they were to be respected.


You know how you yourself go about viewing people.  You know the difference when you greet them with a pure heart and when you greet them with a desire to possess them.  When you view a woman and realize she is another of God’s remarkable and unique creations and when you desire to control her or him as your own.


The reason coveting or lusting after someone like this is prohibited comes from one simple reason, it devalues them.  To see someone as solely a physical conquest or object makes them non-human.  They are no longer a child of God.  They are an object. If you have ever been treated as an object, you know how dehumanizing it is.  You insult your Creator who made this person all that they are, not just on the surface.


At the same time, you are also breaking up the community.  If people are not whole, the community can not be whole.  God has always had a special place in his heart for the widows and the orphans, because they did not have a full say in the community, they were often treated as less in the community because they did not have full rights and priviledges that having a man over them would have granted them.  They were seen as incomplete.  As we lust after and dehumanize each other, we give each other less status in our own community.  Those in our lives we consider great and worthy to listen to are the ones that never let us view them as other than fully human.  Our teachers and parents showed us this and we responded approprietly.  


However, what we do in our heart, is not readily seen on the surface.  A person walking down the street does not know how you are responding to them.  


Jesus knows this, but does not leave us hanging.  He gives us practical advice.  If something is causing you to view or do something the wrong way, get rid of it!  It is better to lose and eye or hand than spend eternity apart from the father in hell.  That is Jesus’ clear warning.  You continue to treat others as less than human and you will find yourself where they treat people less than human.  Would you rather lose an arm and live or keep it and die.  Aron Ralston, the Utah man who cut off his arm is seen as taking drastic steps to cut off his arm.  But he is the prime example of this saying.  Choose life, loose an arm, choose death in a canyon and keep the arm.


Jesus tells us to cut off the things that cause us to sin.  Stop doing them.  The right eye, in the Isrealites battle formation, was the only eye that saw what was going on in battle.  Their shields and armor covered everything else.  That is why Nahash the Ammorite was going to tear out the right eye of everyone in Israel.  They would then not engage in resistence against him because they could not use their armor.  Jesus says, do the same thing, tear out the eye that causes you to engage with lust, so your vision can be focused on me.  Cut off your hand that reaches out with power and strength to other things and remain in me.


If pirates were to try to live out these commands, they would have an easier time.  They would not only find themselves not committing adultery, but loving their spouse as well.  The left arm is the arm we escort our brides with.  The left arm is the arm that we see them out of as they walk by our side.  As we dance with them, it is the left hand that never lets go as we twirl and spin them around the room.  If we were to cut off the vision that our right eye sees and the right hand reaches out to with its pointy hook, we should find ourselves focused on the one we are learning to love in all their fullness.  Amen.  

