
Building up all summer in depth and understanding, I have been trying to figure out the perfect way to wrap up all that Jesus has put before us in the Sermon on the Mount.  Matthew helps me out by bringing up perfection.  In the last line of chapter 5 we are left with this little nugget sitting in our lap. “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  
If you have been following the blessings, promises, and calls to discipleship of Jesus for the past fifteen weeks, you may instantly feel overwhelmed.  “How can I be perfect as my heavenly Father is perfect if I have spent all summer realizing how far I have to grow as a disciple, how incapable I am of doing this on my own?  Is this just one more statement to make me realize I need to die to self and be reborn again?


Unfortunately, no!  Jesus boldly tells us at the end of this chapter to be perfect and intends that we follow that call.  We hear the word perfect and immediately think of Webster’s first entry, “Being entirely without fault or defect: flawless.”  Christian Doctrine immediately throws out this definition due to a little thing called sin.  We all have sin and therefore have fault or defects.  Therefore we cannot be perfect.
Webster’s fourth definition is where Jesus is actually going.  Perfect, as in mature is the meaning intended here.  This fits better than flawless, because it does not counter everything we have been told about ourselves in the sermon, but helps make sense of Jesus’ call to his disciples.  A salmon is said to be mature when it comes in to its’ end.  Savings bonds are matured when they have been held for 7 years.  Humans are considered mature when they can do what they were meant to do on their own.  When things are able to achieve their end purpose, they are mature.


The Greek word is Telios, which has telos as its root, which means end or goal. We are told by Jesus to meet our goal or end, our purpose, as our father in heaven meets his end goal.  We are to be who we were created to be.

Unfortunately, and I can’t believe I am saying this, I apologize to MacGyver in advance, we have MacGyvered our lives up.  MacGyver is known for his ability to make just about anything using a pocket knife, duct tape, and an item of your choice.  This is how we live our lives; using them in ways that are close to, but not really their full intended purpose.

I have used a dime and a butter knife as a screwdriver.  It took some extra time, but eventually, I was able to tighten the bolt.  However, a screwdriver, with its ergonomic handle would have been faster and left my hand uncramped.  It also would not have put as much wear on the head of the screw.


We use our bodies to have fun, serve ourselves, see the world, experience new things, and live life.  However, this is not their full intended purpose.  They can do those things, but that is not what they were made to do best.  What were they made to do best?  “Love your enemies!  Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven.”


We are more than happy to use our bodies to love our neighbor to some extent, notice not as ourselves as it is commanded.  We will love those who love us, not a big stretch.  We will bless or greet those who bless or greet us.  We can do those things, but that is not using what God has given us fully.  It is like buying a Ferrari to drive Miss Daisy.  Or having a Ford F-350 and being scared to leave the pavement.  The Ferrari was meant to go fast.  The F-350 is intended to haul big loads of bulky items, not the week’s groceries.

Jesus has been telling us all along what we are intended for and in this paragraph; we have the summary statement of the Sermon on the Mount and the Ministry of Jesus Christ.  We are to be all that we are called to be as our heavenly father is all by loving our enemies.  In doing so, we are just copying our Father.


Our Father sends sun and rain on both those who love him and those who hate him.  Yet his love is unconditional and does not change because of how we treat him.  We want to believe that God sometimes has it out for us, the comic cloud that floats over just us and rains only where we are standing.  That is not gospel.  There is a common grace that God gives to his whole creation.  We know that Hurricane Ike, Gustav destroyed both believers and non-believers homes, the tsunami, Katrina, earthquakes, droughts, and perfect days all happen to everyone equally.

Skagway is not experiencing the poor summer because of our actions.  We did not have two nice days because there were less cruise ship people in town bringing our goodness meter down.  God loves all of his creation equally.  No matter what they are doing, his love does not stop. It is agape love.
It is a love of action, not reaction.  God first loved us.  While we were still sinners, God sent his only son.  It was when we hated God the most that he sent his son, not when we had started to show progress towards recovery.  God holds nothing back from loving us.


Last week, we were given the restrictions to loving like God loves: don’t fight back, counter sue, grumble, or with hold.  This week, we are given the reciprocal command, love your enemies by not only restraining yourself, but actively love and pray for them.


Jesus is fully aware of what he is asking.  He does not try to use any politically correct terms, but lays down clearly who we are to be loving and praying for, our enemies.  We need to come before God and say, “This person rubs every fiber of my being the wrong way, help me love them!  We don’t see eye to eye at all, lead me in serving them.”


God’s response will be, “I know and have seen how they have treated you.  You know how they treated me.  It would have seemed almost right to stop, but up until my final breaths, I continued to plead to my Father, ‘Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do.’”
We then must step back and say, “Father God, do you want me to offer my full life to you as your servant?  Doing what you have done, offering my very life to show your glory.  Going the way of the cross, that is the way you loved us.  As your disciple, is that my road?  

Then, remind me of whom I am without you so that I am poor in Spirit.  Lord, as I reflect on this, it causes me to mourn.  As I open myself to further examination from others, I see how truly fallen I am without you and I hunger and thirst for your righteous ways.  I desire to be able to love my enemy and pray for them.  You quickly tell me, ‘then do it!’  Show them mercy, make peace with them, unify your heart with mine, and endure their persecution.  Do this and you will be loving your enemy, you will be interceding for them in prayer, confessing your sin to me in your acts against them, and being my disciple.  You will be doing what you were made to do, fully. 

It is then that we will be perfectly what we were made to do, reflect the image of God.  Love unconditionally.  That love will bring in the perfect Kingdom, God’s Kingdom.

