
Voices.  We all have them.  We all respond to them in similar ways.  Sean Connery's voice is imbedded in numerous minds saying, “Bond, James Bond.”  James Earl Jones' voice is in our minds declaring, “Luke, I am your father.”  Ronald Regan's voice is in others minds as he declared, “Mr Gorbechev, tear down this wall!”  There is Clint Eastwood's slow drawn out, “Go ahead, make my day.”


Each of these voices and what they declare have an affect on us.  Sean Connery is known for wooing some, causing the heart beat to go a little faster.  James Earl Jones is called on as an authoritative presence that demands respect, hence Darth Vader and Mufasa. Regan's voice rings of freedom and Eastwood's of challenging, no back down conflict.


The readings today force us to ask, what is our reaction to God's voice.  How do we hear it?  Is it life giving or life condemning?  Do we hear it as a voice that draws us closer or does it inspire us to maintain our distance?


Psalm 29 gives a clear picture of the power of God's voice and the power lying within it.  Yahweh's voice is seen as a thunder storm.  Yet, this powerful voice of psalm 29 is always linked in the lectionary with the voice at Jesus' baptism.  The voice that says, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 


The question I tried to answer this week is, “Are these two voices the same voices?”  Yes, the voice is over the waters, that works.  I can hear a powerful and majestic voice saying, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  Verses 3 and 4 work, but verses 5-9 did not at first.  Breaking cedars, mountains skipping, flashes of lightning, shaking the desert, and stripping the forest all sound so destructive.  It did not align with the voice I hear saying, “"You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."


So what was I missing on the first through ninth reading?  I was missing who God is.  Psalm 29 does not allow the idea of a father who I can manipulate through my puppy dog eyes or whining to remain.  It is a unique psalm that tells of the greatness of God by looking at just one aspect, his voice.  
Verses 1 and 2 make this clear by calling on the mighty ones, the heavenly angels to ascribe to the Lord Glory and strength.  We are left to watch the heavenly bodies do this, because we are unable to incorporate the fullness of who God is.  We want to keep him in that nearby father role dependent on us for his glory, when that is not the case.  David knows he can not fully proclaim God's greatness and so he calls on the heavenly bodies to fill in the gaps.


Verse 3 then begins to tell not of the Lord himself, but just what his voice can do.  When we get through the list, we are left to wonder, if that is what his voice can do, what can his mind do, his heart, his arms, his feet?  The voice is over the waters.  In Genesis 1, we are told that the voice spoke and created the world.  In the process, chaos was conquered.  God's voice being over the mighty waters tells us that God is sitting in control of the world.


Verse 4 further defines the power of the voice of God by proclaiming it is powerful and majestic or worthy of glory.  Verses 5-9 flesh out these two words with images.  The cedars of Lebanon were symbols of natural strength due to their height, width, and stability.  The lack of knots and decay gave the wood the sense of enduring longevity.  These trees splinter and shatter at the sound of the Lord's voice.  All of the glory of creation pales in comparison to the voice of Yahweh.


Verse 6 required some back ground reading.  I thought of Lebanon as a country.  Instead, in this context, it is a mountain range.  Sirion is another name for Mt. Hermon, at 9,260 feet it is the tallest mountain in the region and has snow year round.  The highest place, the wall that forms the border of Israel is not able to stand still when the voice of the Lord speaks.  Instead it frolics like a young calf.  The imposing sight of Mt. Hermon retains its majesty in being a wild ox, but that ox is young and seen playing in the grass with the butterflies when the voice of the Lord is present.


The voice does not allow things to remain the same, but strikes where energy and light are needed to create changed life.  The voice shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  When the voice of the Lord speaks, nothing can remain the same.  Oaks twists, thousand year old forests that have withstood all kinds of weather are stripped bare because the voice has spoken.


We are left knowing that the voice is above all other powers, natural and otherwise.  There is nothing in creation that supercedes this voice.  All is subservient to it.  All of the symbols of power and majesty in our world are secondary to this voice, since it was the voice that created all of creation.



It is this voice, that we jump forward to at Jesus' baptism that speaks.  It is this all powerful voice who tells Jesus, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  It is not a weak voice, it is not a timid voice.  It is a voice that created the world, shatters the strongest trees, moves the mightiest mountains, conquered and controls chaos, who speaks over the waters and tells Jesus that he has a father who loves him and is pleased in him.


It is the voice we all long to hear.  We desire it from those who have authority in our lives.  Our earthly father and mother can transform us with such a saying.  A mentor can change our lives by claiming such a thing.  But what about God the Father, the creator of the universe.  Would he ever say such a thing?


We can see him saying such a thing to Jesus, because there was much to be pleased about in Jesus.  The whole New Testament gives support to the Father's claim.  He was the suffering servant, the Messiah, the one to redeem Israel and the whole world.  Of course the Father should love him and be well pleased.


Jesus still needed to hear it though.  The Father spoke directly to him and said, “You are my beloved son.”  Jesus needed to have the strength of that voice reminding him of the authority of the proclamation.  It was not some written word, but the actual voice who could move mountains and create all that is that said it.  It is the voice that gives Jesus the strength through the Holy Spirit to go into the wilderness and be tempted.  It is the voice declaring the Father's love that allows Jesus to begin his ministry to the people.


The voice seems to fade away until just before Jesus takes on the greatest calling, the atoning death and resurreciton that came on good Friday and Easter.  Just before that time, Jesus went on a high mountain, possibly Mt. Hermon and was transfigured.  And again, he was reminded that, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  With that reminder, Jesus was able to carry out the calling the Father had for him.


We all long to hear the Father say the same to us.  “You are my child, I love you, I delight in who you are.”  Yet, as we realize who we are, we know we are unworthy to be God's child.  We have done nothing to deserve such love from the Father.  Our lives are filled with things that bring pain and shame to the Father in stead of delight.  So how could the Father say such a thing to us?


That is the beauty of baptism.  In our dying and rising out of the waters of chaos to the world above the turbulent waters where Christ sits on the throne over the waters we receive new life.  Jesus lives within us through the Holy Spirit and the Father sees his Son living within and blesses us with, “"You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  


We do not need to worry about such a voice being wrong.  It is the voice of supreme authority.  The voice that moves mountains and has endless power and majesty.  There is no mistaking this one thing, you are loved and in you the supreme being in the universe is well pleased because you are his.  Remember this as you are called to follow his leading.  There is no reason to fear, because you are his Child.  As long as you remain so, the outpouring of love from the Father flows freely.

Amen

