
When we were last together, Jesus was riding in on a donkey as a peaceful Messiah King who was coming to judge Israel's enemies.  In today's readings, if we were listening for such a thing to happen, the judgment cannot be missed.  The Passover meal itself was a reminder that God had judged the nation of Egypt, Israel's enemy.  The way that Israel avoided judgment themselves was following God's command to sacrifice a pure and spotless lamb that night and smear the lambs blood over their doorposts.  In doing so, they announced who their loyalty was to.  They knew that they could not do anything to Egypt by themselves, but believed that God could, even after hundreds of years of slavery.


When we move to the familiar words of institution from 1 Corinthians, we see the hopeful words followed immediately by judgment.  How could the words of the Lord's Supper be followed immediately by words of judgement.  Were they not words that told of how Christ has offered himself for the forgiveness of our sins and placed us in a new covenant?  This covenant frees us from the condemnation of sin, because the sacrifice has been made.  Christ gave us his body in place of ours and his blood was shed instead of ours for our sins.  So how could that act be negated and judgment occur?


It is simple.  It was not because the people were coming to the table with sin on their hands.   God's expectation at this meal is not that we are perfect on our own.  The judgment was because they had not remembered.  God is big on feasts of remembrance.  That is why he instructed the Israelites about the feast of Passover and the exact time it should be held every year.  At the first meal, in the land of Egypt, they actually saw the deliverance as they awoke to the cries of Egyptians across the land who had lost their first born.  From then on, to Jesus' time, onto today, they remember what God had done and the view of the world they should have because of it.


As we reach the Corinthian church, a church known for being trouble makers and Paul's letters trying to correct them, we find a church with many issues.  One of the issues of the church is division among the classes.  The rich were feasting to the point of drunkenness in their common meals together while the poor were barely getting anything to eat.  The Lord's Supper was being desecrated and the Agape Love Feasts were becoming Feasts of Division.


So Paul, for the only time in any of his letters, reminds them what the Lord Jesus himself told his disciples about the meal.  On the night that he was betrayed, the night when one of his own gave allegiance to Rome instead of Jesus, the night Israel chose security in the status quo rather than the love of God the Father.  It was the night that his life giving message was forgotten and Jesus was handed over to Israel's enemy and the world's enemy, death.  Jesus was placed into the hands of death on this night, so what does he do?


He takes bread and gives thanks.  Most likely, since this is the beginning of the meal, the thanksgiving includes many of the elements of our prayer of Great Thanksgiving.  He probably recalled God creating the world, leading them out of Egypt, sending the prophets, and God's continuous unending love.  Then he took the bread that did not rise and broke it saying, “This is my body, which is for you, do this in remembrance of me.  After he had recalled God's good creating power, the way sin had corrupted the creation, and the act of redemption in the return from exile, he offered his body which was part of the good creation over to the sin that had corrupted creation in an act of redemption to bring us back into the good creation and the arms of the good creator.  In doing so, he has unified the people at the table and the world back with God, division no longer exists.


Since the division is nonexistent, they then ate the meal together.  Eating together was a sign of unity and togetherness, hence the beauty in the marriage supper, two that are now one are eating together for the first time as one.  


After the meal, he took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  This new covenant, this fulfilled covenant of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David has been sealed, ratified in Christ's blood.  As he is betrayed in a few hours, sin and death will be approaching the bargaining table and releasing their hold on everyone else because they have the king of everyone else.  Where the King is, so is his kingdom.  There is no need to control the mayor if you control the president, for the mayor is under the ruling of the president.  This new covenant calls on us to love one another as Christ has loved us.  This includes self sacrifice, servanthood, and living as citizens of the Kingdom of God.


Every time we eat this bread of the body of Christ and drink the cup of the new covenant we proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ's death until he returns.  We just don't remember eating or drinking, but actually do it.  It is a command to eat and drink.  In doing so, we proclaim the physicality of Christ.  He is not in some world of forms or an idea.  He is instead in a physical body to which we will someday find ourselves.  A body that experiences the full extent of God's saving act in that it no longer experiences sin and death.


Therefore, if we eat the bread and drink the cup in a way that does not acknowledge what Christ has done in instituting the new covenant we sin or go away from the body and blood of Jesus.  The King James Version reads unworthily instead of in an unworthy manner, which has been very misleading.  Every one of us has come to this meal unworthily.  That is why we are here, we are sinners in need of God's mercy and grace.  Paul's concern is for the divided church.  It is when we come to the meal dividing ourselves in the meal itself that we sin against the body and blood of the Lord.


When we sin, we go against the will of God.  The body and blood of the Lord were given that we might be unified as one body.  That there would no longer be a divisions between us and one another, nor God.  If we are coming to the Lord's Table in a manner in which we have divided ourselves into groups, we eat and drink judgment upon ourselves.  


When we examine ourselves, it is a call to examine ourselves at the table.  Do our hearts ever question whether such a person deserves to be at the table?  Do we ever think that certain people need to be at the table more than we do?  Do we always remember why we are at the table or is it just a snack to hold you over?  


Our hearts are to be where God's heart is at this table.  That is why we invite all to the table who know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Our hearts can only be where God's heart is if we remember where God's heart has been.  So we thankfully remember that God created as an act of love and created us to take care of that creation.  We remember that we have continually chosen other than God and estranged ourselves from him and found ourselves in exile.  Yet God did not leave us, but called us back through his prophets.  We remember that God sent his son to us, as a baby in Mary's womb, conceived by the Holy Spirit, who grew up facing all the trials that we do, but never faltered from that love, and instead offered his body, represented by the bread and blood represented in the cup to restore us to a full relationship with the Father.  


As we remember this and give thanks for all God has done, there should be no room for exclusion in our hearts around this table.  If there is, we are telling God that we believe his work was insufficient and he needs to do more than just establish this new covenant of the new kingdom.  In doing so, we drink judgment upon ourselves.  This worldview leaves many people outside of God's love and grace operating through his people and unnecessary weakness, sickness, and death  occur because of our actions and their consequences.


Our Lord calls on us to repent and see the errors of our division.  We then fall on our knees and repent and change our ways, we have faced ourselves early and judged ourselves lacking and sought support from the one who can provide it.  That way, when final judgment happens with the Lord, we will not be condemned with the world because we have already payed the consequences by being disciplined by Christ.  We gave things up that were not of his calling.  We were willing to wait for each other to start the meal and ate beforehand if we were too hungry.  We thus left judgment of God's enemies for those who have never been to his table.

Amen

