
In the novel I just read, the whole plot is built upon the fact that what everyone knew about the situation, was not really what happened.  One person is thought to be in possession of an item and therefore, logically was the person who betrayed the people in hiding.  However, someone else was given the item instead at the last minute, which lead to the betrayal and anger of the supposed item holder who lashes out on the actual villain, destroying any evidence that he is actually innocent.


I tell you about this, because this is what Peter is addressing in his closing statements of the epistle.  People have false ideas about God, which lead them towards false conclusions, when lives are at stake.  The false information comes not from not knowing, but forgetting, not remembering.  That is why we have holidays every year.  Not because they need to be done in order for the world to exist.  We do them as an act of remembrance.  We forget to be Thankful for all that we have, we forget that Jesus was born on earth, we forget he died and rose from the grave.  It is not that we don't know, but the holidays remind us.


Peter's two epistles are intended to do the same thing, they are reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.  To recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior.  


In my story, tension builds because as people remember the supposed villain, they look at all the occurrences in a certain light.  As the best man in the wedding, was he plotting then?  When asked to be the God-father of the child, did he know what he was about to do?  The tension was also building for the people Peter is writing to.  Scoffers or doubters cite Jesus' lack of return as proof that God does not exist and definitely will not be coming back.  They are people who believe that nothing can change and everything will continue in its pattern until the end of the age.  The miraculous can not happen, because life is a working machine.


That is their worldview, and it calls out our worldview.  What do we believe.  Do we believe the course we seem to heading towards can suddenly change?  Or do we give up on people because their genetics and environment have set them on a collision course for failure.  No matter what happens to them, we already know how they are going to turn out.  It happened this way last time, it will end the same way this time.  This defeatist attitude is only possible if we forget what the prophets have written about God.  We are set in our ways if we forget who Jesus is.


Time and again, people came to Jesus and asked for things to be changed that had not changed for years.  A bleeding woman for 12 years, an invalid for thirty-eight years, and a blind man from birth did not hold that view of the world, and their lives were changed and they were healed because of it.  


Peter cites the old testament example of the same thing, water, doing a different thing.  Water and the word of God is first used for creation as the water parted and land appeared.  Then, God speaks again and water is no longer involved in creation, but destruction.  There is not a step by step formula we can use to predict the future.  The reason is, our variable is God's word.  God's word is what made the waters go from a creative to a destructive force.  The waters did not change, what God told them to do did.


God's word is also preparing to bring fire upon the current heavens and earth.  For those who scoff and say God does not exist, they will feel the fire as judgment and destruction.  Those who acknowledge God will feel the same fire, but feel it as refinement and new life.


The scoffers not only ignore the power of God's word, but they forget another basic attribute of God.  God's infiniteness.  The scoffers were critiquing a being for not being on time when the being does not live in time.  God is the maker of time, so he is not dependent on it.  One day to God is like1000 years and 1000 years is like 1 day.


The scoffers suffer from the same disease many of us suffer from, “I want it now syndrome.”  The scoffers are the kids who open up all of the boxes of cereal right away to get the prize, instead of waiting for prize to improve some some bleary morning.  They are the ones who already know what they are getting for Christmas, because they couldn't wait and peeked.  Their worldview has themselves at the center.


God has concern for us and those around us as part of his worldview.  What would the new heaven and new earth look like if Jesus Christ returned today?  Who's facebook status' would read, “Enjoying the presence of Jesus Christ.” And which of your friends would probably post right now, “Weather forecast called for fire again tonight, is that weird?”  


The good news is, like status', people's world view can change.  They can repent.  God is patient and in the works of bringing repentance before those who today might have to complain about heat, but maybe tomorrow, or next year, or before they die, will be able to post something concerning the breathtaking new heaven and earth.


God does not act swiftly, because another attribute is his love.  He wants no one to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  Because He is love.  And when you are in love, time can not move too fast.


This does not give us room to doddle however.  Our calling to proclaim the good news, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them,and teaching them to obey Jesus' commands is still an urgent concern.  We know that he has restrained so far, so that all may have a chance to repent.  Each day is a chance to repent.  At this point, it is a question of how many chances do you get?


I can not give you a definite number, neither can anyone else, because he will return like a thief in the night.  Without warning, without signs.  Because it only requires God's word to be spoken, we can not predict it like the weather.  It will happen without seeing him coming, otherwise we would make sure we were prepared on that day.  But God's desire if for us to be prepared in advance, to be prepared today.


Since we know who God is and have his written word to remind us of who he is and call us to be, we should live holy and godly lives.  We should do this, because we have no excuse not to.  Our worldview, if incorporating scripture, does not allow us to remain in sin, to not have asked for forgiveness, nor be separated from Christ.


We have no good excuses.  We have no good reason to believe that this world is all there is.   No reason to think life is working like a machine with pre-concluded outcomes.  Those who have denied God for years may suddenly have a change of heart.  Those who have built walls to keep Jesus out of their lives may suddenly find Him standing in their midst.  Our rational minds can only take us so far, because we belong to a God who created our minds.


Peter says the scoffers only have an argument, because they have forgotten who they are talking about.  They chose to be ignorant people, distorting scripture.  This is easy to do.  We all do it to some extent.  We latch onto the parts of the word we can do or can accept, but throw out the parts that would call upon us to change our lives.  Peter is clear, this leads to our destruction.  Because with knowing only a few aspects of God, you get a much different one than God revealed himself as.


We could focus on the just and wrathful God and justify our reasons for staying clear.  We can cite incidents in our lives and say he did not do as we think he should have.  And use that as reasons for removing his omnipotence or love as a characteristic.  But in doing so, we condemn someone to death who God desires to live, ourselves.


Instead, Peter commands us to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  As we grow, we start to see tests and suffering as blessings from God.  As we know God better, we are able to see the holes in the arguments against our God.  We will not be carried away in error by false teachers nor false prophets.  The more we know God's story, the clearer it becomes that the non-existent God can not be true.  The unmiraculous, manufactured life is false.  The mechanical life following its natural outcome does not have to be.


The perceived villain in my book is persistent and does not give up hope, neither does your God.  The perceived villain continues to reach out to those who take facts about him and condemn him as a monster.  Until they get the full story, what really happened, and realize the person is not pursuing them to kill them, but to give them abundant life, life with a family, for he is their god father.


Let us continue to listen to our God Father and make sure we are hearing him and his word clearly.  For our salvation depends upon it, the home of righteousness, the new heaven and new earth are promised to us through it.  The promise is only valid if who God proclaims himself as, is valid.  So grow in the knowledge and grace of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, today and forever more and see that it is valid, Amen.

