
According to the stores, Easter is over.  For what is there left to sell?  No one is dying eggs anymore, we are back to regular shaped candy, we decorate with summer baskets now instead of pastel colors.  Easter is over.


According to the church, Easter has just begun.  We celebrated the tomb being empty last week, but for some reason, the church decided that it needed more time to worship God for the great and marvelous things that occurred on that Easter morning.  From last Sunday until Pentecost, 49 days, 7 weeks of 7 days, we celebrate Easter.  Then we move onto the coming of the Holy Spirit, because of Easter.


So the question becomes, if there are no Easter Baskets, brass trumpets, sunrise services, or peculiarly shaped chocolates, how do we celebrate Easter for another 7 weeks?  What ceremonies or gestures do we do to continue celebrating easter?


The reality is, besides for the white cloth on the pulpit and stole, the scripture lessons, and the themes of the hymns, worship appears the same.  


As we look at Colossians, we get a clue of how to continue our Easter Worship.  Since Jesus Christ has been risen from the dead and we have been raised with him, we should set our hearts and minds on things above, not on earthly things.  Our Easter worship is to flow out from the good news that the tomb is empty  and he is risen into our daily lives.  Our thoughts, our feelings, should be proclaiming that we too are risen from the dead.  We should have our focus on things above, not on earthly things.


If we hear this from certain perspectives, we have a perfect excuse for being so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.  Is that what Paul is encouraging the people of Colassae to be?  Are we to think of angels, streets of gold, deceased friends and family all day long?  If this is our conclusion of what Paul means, then we obviously are ending Colossians at verse 4 and not reading onto verse 5.  For at 5, there appears a list of acts of idolatry and behaviors to be avoided.  Then there is a list of actions that are to be embraced.  


This list, when acted upon is not for thinking about God up in heaven, but dealing with one another on earth right here and right now.  Yes, the first five are listed as idolatry, they are things that are worshipped in the place of God.  However, idolatry does not just insult God, it also hurts our brothers and sisters on earth.  Sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed place needs and desires not only above God, but one another.  We end up saying my needs are above my commitment to my spouse, the value of money is greater than my friend.  I believe if you asked Jesus, he would say each one of you is worth more than 30 pieces of silver.


So when we are told to set our hearts and minds on things above, what are we to be doing?  Well, on Easter morning, my charge to you was to go out and be “Easter People.”  It was not to stay in this safe sanctuary and be Easter people.  On Easter Sunday, we did not pray for just the people in this sanctuary or this congregation, we prayed for people outside of these walls, outside of this particular body.  This was because Easter people take the reality that they have new life in Christ and live it out.  The reason for this is that the Kingdom that Christ rules is breaking in right here and right now on this earth with a heavenly mindset.


This call for being Easter people is not to promote your attendance at the next bible study.  It is not to make you feel guilty if you don't come to fellowship or participate in each and every program that the church does.  The church has those gathering so that we are strengthened to be Easter people.  We have connections with brothers and sisters who will help and support, pray and encourage us in being Easter people.  


Being a person who has their heart and mind set on things above is not easy.  For that calls us to be a servant at all times.  Not only to those we like and deserve it, but to those who definitely are unworthy of our time and talent.  But as one who has their mind set on things above, we know that the Lord above served us when we did not deserve it.


We are not only servants, but we are also called to love others with the love of God.  We like to call this unconditional love.  Yet to do this on our own is impossible.  We have been hurt and scarred by others in so many ways, how can we safely love others in the way Christ calls us to do.  We can't, as long as we have our minds set on earthly things, on a earthly viewpoint.  However, as we view things from above, from a resurrection perspective, it becomes possible.  For we are then aware that our safety is not the top priority.  If our safety was God's highest priority, we would not have to worry about being Easter people.  Jesus never would have gone to Jerusalem, for he knew he was going there to be tried, mocked, and killed.  But he went that direction because of the last sequence in the equation.  On the third day, he would be raised from the dead.


He operated without fear of death, because a heart and mind set on things above knows that death's grip is limited.  It knows that all that is done in this life, true glory will only really shine when Christ's kingdom is fully revealed.  


Talking with a number of people over the years, I have heard that a relationship “died years ago.”  This is a small town.  We have offended people in ways that we were unaware of or were done well before we were Easter people.  Even as Easter people, we still do not always have our focus on the way of Christ and return to earthly ways breaking communion with each other.  Do we continue to let those relationships rot in their graves from stagnation or just blatant avoidance.  


How can we?  On Good Friday, whether you like it or not, the rights and privileges you had to hold those grudges and bind people to those actions brought to fruition what they would eventually bear, death.  However, all of those who are with Christ have been raised with Christ.  On Easter morning, Christ, who is your lord, the master of you, released you from your bondage to those attitudes and actions.  Now, you have nothing left, but to follow the way of Christ.  By viewing the world from above, from the way God sees it.  By seeing it as God's Kingdom instead of our kingdom.


What is that like?  Well, if you have ever visited someones home, you know things are done differently there.  You also have a higher sensitivity there.  You want your children on their best behavior, you use your table manners and turn off the tv for the meal.  You act the way your mother raised you to act.  You are not the king of the household, so your actions are the way of the master of the house.


Do we do that with our life with God?  Is he in control or are we?  Are our actions the way we want them to be or are they the way that Christ does them?  Some may be the same, some are probably much different.  If we are unsure, good news, we can ask.  He has given us his word and his Spirit to guide us.  Someday we will see all that we have done as we see the fruit of those actions in Christ returning.  May we fully be in the glory of Christ.

