
In negotiating, there always comes a point where both sides want the same thing, but one side refuses to budge.  They like the idea, but the commitment seems too great.  At this point, the two parties either walk away from the proposal, or the sales person starts to get creative to close the deal.


Our text gives a interesting dialogue of such a situation between Moses and God. Moses is drawn into a conversation with God through standard marketing practices.  God then proposes what he desires Moses to do.  It is something Moses is for and tried to do 40 years ago on his own.  At this point, Moses is trying to give excuses to God as to why he is unworthy to go and set the people free. God, out of his love for his people, is meeting all of those questions with irrefutable reasons why Moses should go.  How did Moses end up in such a situation?


Moses was going about his daily tasks as a shepherd and found himself in the vicinity of Horeb or Mt. Sinai as we would be familiar with.  It is a Mount McKinley, Denali thing.  He was not out on a pilgrimage, nor was he looking for some sacred area, he was out doing his everyday task.  He had laid the salvation of his people behind four decades ago.  It is God who comes down and makes the area Holy.  The angel of the Lord appears to him in a burning bush.  It was something that does not normally happen that piqued Moses' curiosity.  The typical bush in the desert would cause the other bushes to catch on fire.  As the brushfires of Arizona show, fire likes to spread.  Yet this light, this flame remained constant and did not consume the bush but made it part of God's work.


The bush gives us insight on how to be disciples of Christ.  When we let the light of Christ shine in us, we are assured that we will not be overwhelmed, but we will draw people to God.  For the light dwelling people are in the workplace, just as this bush was among thousands of other bushes in the desert, but it was God working through and in it that made it different from the rest.  The presence of and acting as God does caught the shepherd's attention.  The bush was not harmed, but only glorified.  I mention this, so that an excuse to not be a disciple is taken off the table.


God, knowing his creation intimately, knew the curiosity of his creation just as marketers here know a tourist can not resist free stuff.  Moses wanted to know why the bush behaved in the way it did just as people will want to know why you treat them differently as people, rather than seeing them as consumers or numbers.


God then does what good salesman have since copied, and calls the shepherd by name, “Moses, Moses.”  This practice has been adapted as a sales technique, but look again at who is saying it.  It is not some used car salesman, it is the Lord and Creator of the universe.  This God, goes out of his way to meet a man in the middle of the desert and he knows this man by his name.  He is not creation 1 billion and 73 or model c, but Moses.  God was actively involved in making sure that he was drawn out of the water, so God would know his name.  Just as God was actively involved in drawing you out of the water from death to new life and knows your name and what you have gone through up to this point.


It is here that Moses speaks his first words to God.  Previously it was his thoughts that were recorded.  Moses responds to the calling of God with, “Here I am.”  It is here that I believe we see a great error in human thinking.  We often think we are equal to God when we are all alone.  A unnatural phenomenon is occurring, then a voice comes from within a bush, and we reply, “Here I am?”


What is more, Moses has to be instructed on how to behave.  Don't come any closer, take off your sandals, these are basic customs when entering someone's house.  Yet walking in the presence of God, we forget basic manners.  It is only when God reminds Moses who he is, that Moses responds as he should.  This is the God of his father, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, a God with a long history behind him, I should hide my face before such a power.  It takes awhile for us to recognize who we are coming before.


Our order of service is aware of this.  That is why we start out proclaiming who God is before we do anything else.  In the call to worship, introit, usually the first hymn, we proclaim who God is so that we respond accordingly.


Moses is now aware of who he is standing before and acting in a manner honoring of such a presence.  It is at this point that God does what he always intends to do when he calls us into his presence.  He reveals who he is so that we might honor Him as He is.


He has seen the misery of his people, he has heard their cries, and even as this all powerful God who can exist as a burning light without consuming a bush, he is concerned about their suffering.  God has come down to rescue his people and bring them into a good and spacious land flowing with milk and honey.  This land flowing with milk in honey means not only that there are a lot of bees, but that everything is working as God intended it to work.  A beehive only produces honey when each of the bees follows their duties.  If the worker, queen, or drone don't do that they are supposed to, the honey flow stops.


God is taking his people out of a land where they are building great structures, but are doing in under the hand of oppression.  God's desire is for his people to be a light towards his intended freedom.  Where they can serve a god and not be consumed by that god.


Moses replies to this part of the conversation a little more differently than he did at first.  It is no longer the bold, “Here I am.”  Rather it is “Who am I?”  This question shows the danger of focusing on ourselves instead of God's Word to us.  God, the one who sees our misery and hears our cries comes down from his throne to do something about our suffering and when he does, we ignore all that he has done and ask, “Who am I?”


God immediately sets him straight in the dialogue.  We come to worship together, to gather in the presence of God not to have some need met, but to be reminded about the God we worship.  Moses is immediately reminded that it does not matter who he is, he has God with him.  He has someone who is able to give a future promise about what will happen because of God's confidence that what he desires to happen will happen.


This information is not enough for Moses.  If he is supposed to depend on this God, who is He, what is his character?  The Egyptians had numerous god's who were involved in many aspects of life, from light to life, so who is this God of his Fathers.  To this question, we get the response, “I am who I am.”  I will be God for you.  In this is again a sense of continuing action.  Not just I am God, but I always will be God.  God is not dependent on any other thing for his existence.  He is self sufficient and able to exist despite what else has happened or will happen.


This squemishness of Moses continues for the next two chapters.  He keeps on trying to find reasons why he is not able to do what God has called him to do.  His, “Here I am!” suddenly turns into a “There I go,” as the details of what God calls him to do as his disciple become clear.  We love the spectacle, the bright lights and the good name.  But when the details appear, our confidence disappears.


We can not look on Moses in pity, thinking that he should be ashamed for trying to get out of God's calling for his life.  We hear the same thoughts coming out of our mouths all of the time.  We will boldly claim, “Jesus is my Lord and Savior.”  Yet when it comes time to let him be Lord, we are telling our Lord why his ideas will not work.  


As I was being called into the life of a pastor, I had all kinds of great excuses.  “I am not yet holy enough, I am a education and broadcast major, I am a teacher, I am about ready to buy my first house, I am not old enough, I am not ready.”  To this litany of excuses came variations of “I am who I am.”  My arguments against the calling worked as well as Moses.  I soon found myself  in seminary and then Skagway.  I use some of the skills of teaching and broadcasting every week.  I am getting older every day.  Most importantly, I serve a lord and Savior who is Holy enough and ready enough to use me to be a light to the world.


Each week, I am reminded that it is God that calls people into his presence to worship him.  Each one of you was called into God's presence by a variation of the burning bush.  It might have been a person, it might have been a circumstance.  Whatever it was, it was God calling you into his presence.  Now that we are in His presence, we say, “Here I am.”  God rejoices and says, “Great, here is who I am, and who I am calling you to be.”  Our natural response is to tell God why we can not be who he desires.  But as long as we continue to come into his presence that he call us into, we know our excuses do not hold up because of who he is.  The one we worship is more than all of our excuses, he knows our name, our story, and our character and he can bring about what he calls us to and is using us because of our name, story, and character.


What a frustrating and awesome God we worship.  He knows what we need and are made to do and calls us as our Lord to live as we were created to be.

