Sunday, March 6, 2011
Today is Transfiguration Sunday and I’d asked Ryan if my message could be on the Good Samaritan and he said sure but I would still like to read from the New Testament about the transfiguration:
Luke 9:28-36 (New International Version, ©2011)

The Transfiguration

 28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure,[a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 

 34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 

Old Testament Reading

Psalm 41:1-3 (New International Version, ©2011)

Psalm 41

 1 Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; 
   the LORD delivers them in times of trouble. 
2 The LORD protects and preserves them— 
   they are counted among the blessed in the land— 
   he does not give them over to the desire of their foes. 
3 The LORD sustains them on their sickbed 
   and restores them from their bed of illness. 

New Testament Reading

Luke 10:25-37 (New International Version, ©2010)

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

   26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]” 

   28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

   Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Message:
This weekend many of our congregation that would normally be sitting and worshiping with us are instead in Juneau helping at the Glory Hole kitchen, and working at the Chapel by the Lake, at the AWARE Shelter or St. Vincent DePaul.  I’m hoping that they get some time for personal needs or perhaps just to relax, but as Ryan pointed out the day I was ordained as an Elder  after I fixed the clock in the overflow room I’m also thinking that they should do what I did that day and “work around the clock”.
In case this message is too long, too disconnected, too verbose, let me tell you what message I hope the Lord is directing me to deliver:  Whatever we do, we shall do in the name of Jesus to give Him the Glory, not to give glory to ourselves.
Story about KJ Metcalf introduction and his next goal to make people aware of FASD and Sexuality in the villages in Alaska.  Email from KJ:  Stan. nice to chat yesterday and glad you folks are getting involved with the Glory Hole.  Last Tuesday we served about 80 for dinner.

 

Attached is the FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders) and Sexuality poster and the link to the web page. It would be great to have Skagway represented at the workshop.  We have some outstanding presenters and I hope this will be a step towards increased community and government support for this disability.

Peace and blessings, KJ  

Food for the Body and Food for the Soul by KJ Metcalf from the Glory Hole Newletter from Holidays 2010:

With a hot cup of tea I sat in the Glory Hole chatting with some of the clients.  One fella said, “You know when groups come to cook we always like it if they come out of the kitchen and visit with us.  It makes us feel like we are real people.  It got me thinking that we as churches, community organization and individuals when cooking at the Glory Hole are good at cooking and serving a good hot meal – call that food for the body.  But, food for the soul –making as real connection with those we feed is perhaps less well done.

The need for this deeper connection was emphasized in a recent survey of Glory Hole clients.  When asked what services would they like provided not currently provided over sixty percent stated some form of spiritual connection like:  bible study or reading, prayer groups, meaningful conversations or even church services at the Glory Hole.

One client told me that a lot of the folks at the Glory Hole don’t feel comfortable going to local churches, but they miss that spiritual connection.  Responding to this need the ministers from the Juneau Cooperative Church Council go to the Glory Hole every Wednesday 2-3Pm, just to be available for those who would like to explore a deeper connection to their faith.

For those who volunteer to cook at the Glory Hole consider adding to the menu some meaningful conversation or offering to help those seeking to further their faith journey.  This may best be done prior to the meal, avoiding the competition of clean-up chores after the meal,

As we return to today’s Scripture:

A lawyer had tried to test Jesus asking what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus replied in a manner consistent with the understanding of the religious elite, that by following the spirit of the law - loving God with all one's heart, mind, soul and strength and one's neighbor as oneself - one will inherit eternal life. This was the righteousness of the law. Another way of looking at it is that if one does only good and never sins, naturally one inherits eternal life, there being no basis of condemnation. 

No one actually achieves this, which is the reason Christ had to provide a different way of obtaining eternal life, through the forgiveness of sins rather than through perfect behavior, as it is written: 

"Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." Romans 3:20-24
But in speaking hypothetically, Jesus is correct in answering with the law. He often does this for those in need of a bit of humiliation in order to convict them of sin. For that is the purpose of the law, as Romans above also states - to bring awareness of one's sinfulness. 

But, in typical lawyer fashion, this man tried to get around the law, making it more palatable for him. For if the law is to love one's neighbor, perhaps we can limit what "neighbor" means, so as to limit our responsibilities. As amusing as this may seem, I find this attitude of "let me interpret the Bible in such a way that it fits into my chosen lifestyle" rather than deriving our lifestyles from the Bible, to be quite common in the Christian community even to the highest levels. It was in this context that Jesus told this parable. 

The priest and the Levite represent the religious elite. These people were characteristically arrogant and hypocritical, treating others they considered to be of a lower class, such as Samaritans, with contempt. Samaritans in particular were looked down upon. For though holding claims on Judaism, they were not pure Jews. They were half-breeds both genetically and theologically, and the Jewish religious elite was also quite racist at the time. Characteristic of Jesus, he loves to reduce the proud and lift up the humble, and thus he used a Samaritan in his illustration. 

But Jesus was not exaggerating in his portrayal of the priest and Levite. And the crowds, as well as the lawyer, knew that. I could well imagine that this priest and Levite would have asked themselves the same question when they saw the man in trouble that the lawyer had asked of Jesus ("Who is my neighbor?"). I can imagine they would have a little theological debate in their mind desperately trying to find some "Biblical" reason for not stopping to help the man. And sure enough, from their years of hard study, they manage to find something to absolve themselves of such responsibility. 

Some study the Bible, even perhaps go to seminary, just to get around what the Bible says. They see a need to be met but through their theology manage to avoid meeting it. In the process of doing this such people often try to bring the righteousness of the law down to a level where it is attainable to them. And thus they miss the righteousness which is by grace through the forgiveness of sins, not having sufficient awareness of their own sinfulness. 

But consider the man who exercised a righteous behavior. 

· He saw the need and took pity, indicating that his heart was involved. He was sincerely concerned and not simply reluctantly fulfilling his responsibility in obedience to the law. 

· He had a high quality of service, sparing no expense. He didn't simply pour on water, but oil and wine - expensive items. 

· He made sure to complete the job, meeting all the man's needs, and not just some of them. He wasn't so calculating as to limit his service to just so much and no more. For he even returned to pay any extra expenses. Nor did he simply pass on the responsibility by dropping him off at the inn with that attitude "I did my part. Now the innkeeper can take over." But rather he stayed with him paying his expenses. 

If one is trying to attain the righteousness which is through the law, realize that it is not sufficient simply to obey the letter of the law, or simply have the attitude of fulfilling responsibilities. For according to the law, one must love with all the heart, mind, soul, and strength. Less than this is not living according to the law. 
At Worship last week Ryan made the comment that the group from Skagway was going to Juneau, not to avoid lending a helping hand in Skagway, but to learn ways to outreach to the people that we see every day.  People that may have been philosophically and/or physically beaten and robbed and are in need of the help that Jesus refers to in the parable today when he says “to inherit eternal life you must Love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus meant for the requirements of the Law to seem overwhelming. And in this way to prepare people, even the self-righteous, to be compelled to receive the gospel of grace. Grace contains a righteousness which is apart from the Law, the righteousness from God which comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 
In conclusion I refer to 
A Review of Chapter 23 of Jon Walker’s “Costly Grace”

The Bible study from Tuesday nights…..
Our service flows from Jesus through us to others and so our work, service, and ministry emerge from our intimacy with Jesus.
We become living sacrifices, not by doing things for Jesus, but by becoming dependent of Jesus and doing the things he wants us to do.  In others words, following Jesus doesn’t mean we run off to do things for him; it means we are right beside him and do the things he directs us to do.  As Henry Blackaby teaches in Experiencing God, we look for where God is at work and we join him there.  Jesus sets the agenda; Jesus set the timetable; and Jesus empowers his work.
The bottom line is this: Our ministry is defined by Jesus.  We do not minister for Jesus if we set the terms.  In the same way, our discipleship is defined by Jesus.  We cannot call ourselves disciples of Jesus if we set the terms of our discipleship.
…we are stealing from Jesus when we expect, or demand, special rights or privileges because we serve God. 
Rejection is a risk Jesus is willing to take on his mission for you and he calls us to face rejection in our service to him.
Remember:
Jesus calls us to specific ministry in his name!  Whatever we do, we shall do in the name of Jesus to give Him the Glory, not to give glory to ourselves.

Amen!

