As we look at again this week at Hebrews 10, 


we come remembering what we have already focused on.  

We come remembering the work accomplished by two parts of the Triune God.  

We remember that the Holy Spirit makes us remember.  


The Holy Spirit reminds us that we are forgiven as we come before the Spirit in worship.  



Again and again, 



as situations arise that we think make us unworthy, 



the Spirit says, no!  




Remember the covenant I have placed on your hearts and wrote on your mind.  



God does not even remember your sinful acts anymore.  


Remember that and you will feel free to come before the throne.

As the Spirit makes us remember, 

Jesus has done what was needed in order for us to come before the Triune God.  


He made the perfect sacrifice of his own life in the place of ours.  



What all the bull and goat offerings could not do, 




Jesus' offering of himself did once and for all.  



He opened wide the doors to communing with God, 




leaving no barriers between us and the almighty maker of the Universe.  


There is no reason we can not bring the big things, 



nor even the smallest thing before God.  

The curtain has been torn in two 


and we are to respond by entering in boldly with all requests



 because our high priest has made us right with God.

So today, we turn to the third person of the Trinity and ask, 


how is the Father involved in our worship of the Triune God?  



The Spirit reminds, 



Jesus pulled back the curtain, 



so what does the Father do?  

The Father draws us in.  

Now, the NIV implies that we are to the work of drawing near with, 


“Let us draw near.”  



This translation is correct.  

But a further study of the greek word tells us


 this word often has the sense that both parties are involved in the action of drawing near.  

I would look at the context and say this holds true here.

We have some action to be done.  


Yes, we need to move toward God!  



But, looking at what the Spirit and the Son have done, 



we can not say that God is just sitting idly waiting for us to make a decision.  

God is luring, 


enticing, 


removing all obstacles, 


to make it possible for us to approach his throne.

What do I mean by this?  

Well, if we look at our own situation two blocks over, 


we see all of the efforts known to man at attracting or drawing someone in.  

Even in our little town, 

there are a plethora of examples of how humanity draws one person into its presence.  







At least for another week or two.

The first is usually the first to be heckled by us.  








Free stuff.  

We know, 


if we have ever walked down Broadway


 that the cruise ship passenger


walking down the street with the Skagway guide to shopping open 


and referring to current location and the book 



is looking for the next train charm or whistle that are offered free, 


just through walking through the store.  

Sadly, for us today, 


if it is free, 


we automatically assume it is not worth anything.  

Yet, the Father offers us life with him at no charge.  


We do not need to do any work to assure our salvation. 



 Jesus Christ has already done all of the work, 



we just need to step through the curtain.  

Eternal salvation, 



life 



and the great marriage supper of the lamb does not cost us anything, 


but it is worth everything, 



even if we do not have to pay for it.

Another great way of drawing people in is, 







by hunger.  

No one has captured and harnessed this idea more than the Yukon Heath's Popcorn.


How else do you explain the big box fan sitting atop the popcorn machine, 


blowing air straight out the door.  

The fan is not there to keep it cool or warm, 


it is there to activate that basic need within you 


that you really need some popcorn.  

It does it, 


courtesy of our Skagway winds, 



sometimes from over two blocks away, 


reminding me, I am hungry.

God knows we are hungry as well.  


He has time and again brought us food when we thought we were going to starve.   

Whether that was Hagar in the desert, 



the Isrealites on their 40 year journey, 



Elijah holding up in the cave, 



David eating the bread on the altar.  


God has made sure that we do not go hungry.  

His Son is again, 


drawing us in as he fed the multitudes, 


and refers to himself as the Bread of Life.  

God provides food aplenty 


to make sure we can not use that as a barrier for approaching him.  



Jesus even commands us to demand it of him when he taught us to pray, 



“Give us this day our daily bread.”

Refreshment is another way we draw people in.  

We all need water 


and we often get picky and think we need tasty water of various temperatures.  

So, before you get off the railroad dock, 


you have passed a coffee shop, 

before Pullen Pond, 


there is a station selling you “Alaska Bottled Water.”  



The train includes the water on your ride.  




But will sell you more coffee at its station.  



That is if you have not gone across the street for the Starbuck's Brand.  There are two more establishments for coffee before you even  reach 5th.  


This is not mentioning all the fermented watering holes as well.

Why are we drawn to places that are focused on liquid alone 


and often have food as an after thought?  

We were created to be drawn to water, 


for we need water to live.  


Again, the Israelites complained about the lack of water 



and were given an abundance of it in the wilderness.  


The psalmist paints the picture of the deer panting for it, 



as he desires God.  


Then God, 



to draw us to God's self, 



sends his Son to be living water to us.  

He is the water of life.  

Jesus tells us that those who do hunger and thirst for the refreshing things of God, 


their righteousness will be satisfied.  

We look to so many other things to satisfy our hunger and thirst, 


other than God.  



But what if we depended on God and followed him to that living water?  The Father has made it fully available to us, 


in an effort to draw us to him.  

He promises both food and water at the great marriage supper of the lamb


 to draw us to him.

Another way marketers have tried drawing people in, 


is by telling people what is available just beyond those doors.  

While we have city codes about how that can be done, 


we know it happens.  

I have no doubt it happens as my usual stroll on Broadway to the Post Office 


goes by the Days of 98 show.  



I get to hear Soapy Smith himself 



share the good news




 about live Broadway entertainment starting in half an hour.  



Women hanging out of windows, 




shouting from the rooftops, almost, 




try to entice me in to see the show.

But they are not the first to think of proclaiming the Good News in Skagway.  


God has been doing it since the beginning of creation to draw us near himself.  


His creation speaks of his majesty.  



God's people have proclaimed who he is, 




from our forefathers, 




to Moses, 




to the judges, 




to the prophets, 




to his very Son, 





who was, is, and ever will be the living word.  


His disciples have followed that call and we are called to do the same, 



to encourage others to draw near to God.  


His very word, that we have written before us today



 is yet another way that God stands like the ladies in the window, 



addressing us to come and meet with him, 




to draw near and meet the one who really loves us.  

With these and all other methods, 




like name and basic needs, 


employed by God to get us to draw near, 




why have they not worked yet?  

My wording of the question was intentional.  








“Why have they not worked yet?”  

For we are all here,


 drawing near to God.  



But even we are in different places in drawing near.  


But for sure, 


we all know friends and family who do not seem to be drawing near, 











but running away. 

The Father wants us to draw near.  


His Son removed all the barriers, 


His Spirit reminds us we have no legitimate excuses not to draw near, 


so it comes down to we don't want to draw near.  

We don't want to come before the Father, 







nor the Son, 







nor the Spirit.  


We would rather let ourselves pretend we are in control and ruling the universe.

We can not go on doing this.  


The writer reminds us that we have the confidence to enter the most Holy Place,


We have a great Priest, 


we have full assurance, 


our hearts are sprinkled clean from a guilty conscience, 


our bodies are washed.  

God has even covered the “I have to wash my hair excuse.”  


He says, “Your bodies are washed in the blood of Jesus.  

There is no where for us to run and show up later saying, 


“Oh, I didn't know that was the case.”  

There is no reason for us not to draw near to God.  

So we must ask ourselves, 






why don't we?  

Why do we ignore what is free, 


fulfills hunger and thirst, 


and is proclaimed to be good from so many sources?  

God has removed all of the barriers, 


what barriers have we put up in their place?  

For as much as we try to put the blame on God, 


any reason for blaming God is a weak one.  

The barrier comes from something we have put up.  

So let us tear down those barriers 


and let us draw near to the Father.

