We have spent the month of September so far, 


looking at how the Triune God is at work within worship.  

Our passage out of Hebrews now pulls in the fourth party, 


us,


 into the picture.  

It starts out telling us how we should approach in light of everything






 the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have done.  


With the Spirit reminding, 


Jesus opening, 


and the Father drawing us near, 



we can come forth with a sincere and sprinkled clean hearts.  



Our bodies are washed with pure water.  



We are able to hold onto the hope we profess 




because of what we have discussed about the Triune God already.

With this already done by the Triune God, 


what is there left for us to do?  


How do we promote the corporate worship of God?  

The writer of Hebrews gives us two things that are to do


 to participate in the worship of God.  

We are to spur one another on 



and meet together.  

I am going to spend the majority of my time talking about spurring each other on, 


which is only possible to do if we actually meet together.

Now, some translations have tried to tone down the word for spur to other, 


softer, gentler words.   



Words like being concerned, 



or consider how to stimulate, 



be inventive, 



encourage outbursts, 



or stir up.  

The greek word, 


“Paroxysmos” 



has traditionally been used with a harsh tone.  


Our translation uses spur and others also use provoke.  


The word traditionally meant to stir to anger, 



to be irritated, 



or be incensed.  


Usually in the New Testament and where ever else it was used in the Greek, 



it was implying irritation or provocation.  

The context in the english language is similar.  


Spurs are those things that riders use to work up a bull or horse.  


When you have been spurned, 



it is not a happy occurrence.  


When you have been provoked, 



you end up doing something you don't want to do.

So at first, 


it seems the context of Hebrews is an anomaly, 



an outlier of the usual use of spur.  

But that is taking a different view of humanity than the writer may have.  


We tend to believe that humanity, 



left to its own devices and natural self, 




would do what is best.   

We would naturally love and perform good deeds 


if all of this other stuff was not in the way.  



If we did not have to work so much, 



if we were not so busy dealing with these other various things, 



we would naturally do all we could do to help the world.  


Just like we think on vacation 



we will spend more time praying instead of less.

I try to have that fantasy about myself sometimes too.  


But the reality is, 



I would rather stay in my little bubble and take care of only me.  


The life giving things I do are because I have worked them into my routine. 



 I have to intentionally work them into my day, 




otherwise they don't naturally happen.

This Monday, 


will be a quieter Monday than the last 20 Mondays.  


We are at a transition point.  



We will have much more time to do different things tomorrow, 




will those things be acts of love and good deeds 



or will we be catching up on movies and television 




that we did not have time for?

Your downfall may not be the television.  


But if we are honest, 



there is probably a higher amount of self centered focus in our lives 




than we would care for.  


So how do we change it?

We probably need to look no further than the word 'spur' itself.  


Spurs were created to stimulate a horse to do what it should do.  

Horses sometimes would get in a rut 


and not want to respond to all the other commands that were being given to it.  


The verbal commands it knew, 



the leading of the reins,  



the foot taps on the side.  




None of those together




 were enough to get the horse to break out of its routine.  


So the rider would use the spurs, 



which did not cut the horse, 




but did not let it go its own way or only give 50% effort.  

Cowboys could ride horses until exhaustion, 


because the spurs continually prompted the horse to push past what was easy 



and what was convenient.

I don't know about you, 


but I know there are times when I could sure use some prompting like that.  

There are moments I hatch these grand plans about what I am going to do 


and then I never get around to doing it.  



I need to be prompted to action, 



I need provoked, 



spurred on.

If we are not provoked or spurred on, 


we will most likely take the easiest route.  


The easiest route usually tries to avoid loving and good deeds.  

For love, 


in its truest form does things with out strong reasons behind them.  

Good deeds are often not convenient and often burdensome.  

If I get a call from a friend down south who is having a rough time, 


I can not just give them a hug and call it good.  

If I want to encourage them in some way, 


I have to write them, 


find an envelope, 


maybe find or make a small gift, 


make it to the post office at the proper time, 


buy stamps, tape it, and ship it.  

This takes time, energy, and commitment.  

These are the same things that sometimes prevent us from drawing near to God.

So what are we to do?  


We are to spur one another on.  

If I spur you on, 


if I take the time to make sure you live differently, 



you should be doing the same for me.  

Last week, my father commented to me after the service


 that I did not pull any punches 



when I said it is only us that is holding ourselves back from God.  

I could say that, 


because I knew that this week, 



I would be telling us that it is our responsibility to help one another 




not hold back from entering God's presence.

Are we doing it? 


 Are we sharing our burdens, 


sharing our struggles with one another 


and asking for prodding from one another?  

I would venture a guess that we are more likely to claim 


what the toned down translations say.  

We are concerned or considering how to stimulate, 


but we have not done it yet.  

I know we have done that, 


because I hear what your concerns are for one another all the time.  



Do we ever do anything about our concerns.  




Or do we just use our providential God card and say, 





“When God is ready, he will do something about that.”  


Yes, we do need to be led by the Spirit as to when and how best to act, 



but if you have seen it and are aware of it, 



that is a pretty good indicator that maybe God is ready to do something.  

Be open to being provoked to do something.

I try and provoke you, 


spur you on each week.  

It warms my heart when someone comes up after a sermon and says, 


“You are challenging my faith.”  

I am assuming that I was doing so in a way that is backed by scripture.  


If you are not being challenged in your faith on most Sundays, 



then you need to take some time 




and come and spur me on to love and good deeds.  

If you have no one else in your life that spurs you on, 


no one else who is pushing the boundaries of your faith, 



then find someone.

The love and good deeds that we are called to do, 


don't just happen.  

It takes more time, 


energy, 


and care than we would prefer to put out.  

Then again, 


we are called to do so, 



because Jesus took the time, energy, and care 




to come and walk among us, 







die, 







and be resurrected.  


He could have remained with the Father and Spirit for all eternity, 



without having to take on human form.  




Yet, that would not have been love.

A new season starts afresh this week.  


The ways to begin spurring each other on are numerous.  



Within the life of the church alone, 



we have the books for the “Where two or three are gathered.”


Talk with those who have spurred you on in the past, 



or think would have the guts to provoke you, 



and meet with them.  


Let E. Stanley Jones, 



the writer of the book lead provoke you into being active citizens 










of the Kingdom of God.  


Bible Study starts this week, 



let Paul's Prison letters 



and the people gathered on Tuesday night




 spur you on to love and good deeds.  


Sunday school starts next Sunday, 



let the needs of the children stimulate you to love those







 who are full of life.  


The nominating committee will begin searching for elders and deacons 



to fill positions, 



be listening and asking if you are being spurred in that direction.  


The Chix on a Mission are always bringing forward ways for us




 to show love and do good deeds, 






join them in their work.

If any of these are ways you are being spurred on, 


don't stop doing them.  

If worship used to, 


but no longer spurs you on, 



don't stop coming.  

Find a fellow brother and sister in Christ 


who will spur you on to continue meeting with the body of Christ.  

The prison system knows the harshest punishment available to a prisoner 


is solitary confinement.  


Yet, we often take ourselves into confinement



 without guards hauling us away from others.  

If a brother or sister in Christ is not worshipping the Triune God on a regular basis, 


find ways to spur them back.

Remember, the spur provokes, 


but it does not wound. 

A cowboy uses spurs all ride long, 


but never has to clean up blood afterwards.  

The spurring breaks the animal out of the routine, 


out of the false view of the world that allows them to slumber, 



thinking there is plenty of time still.  

The Kingdom  of God is one day closer today than it was yesterday.  


If worshipping God is something worth doing for all eternity, 



it should be worth doing now.  


Let us not stop, 



but let us spur one another on 




so that we can love and do good deeds, 





even if we would rather just do what we want to do. 

