
If we look around us, we see the world gearing up towards Christmas.  Following Christ's birth comes his death and resurrection during Holy Week and Easter.  Pentecost then follows with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Intermixed throughout the church calendar are other major events of the Church's life, Lord's Baptism, Christ the King, and Transfiguration Sunday.  It feels like the church year is well covered.  All of the major epoch's or periods of Christ's time on earth have been covered.


Then we look at how our church year starts out and see this word 'Advent' staring us down.  It falls within the same period as the U.S. Shopping rush, so we assume it is preparation for Christmas.  At least until we start reading the scripture texts that are recommended for the season of Advent.  The one from Luke's Gospel does not sound Christmasy at all.  We look at Jeremiah and see ways it could be squeezed into being Christ's birth or Christmasy connected, but it seems like a stretch.


Jesus,, at Christmas is identified as being part of David's line through Joseph.  So the promise of the King is there.  But the promise that Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety do not seem to be fully filled at Christmas.  At least if you read any of the same news reports that I do.  Part of the prophecy was filled with Jesus' birth, but it is yet to be in full effect.


So we are left to return back to the word, Advent and ask, what are we observing during this period of the church year.  What hope is this season based upon.  Why is this season even called Advent?  Merriam Webster, in his dictionary, gives us three definitions of advent.  The first two are based on the church season, so they don't give us much of a further clue, but the third helps pull the other two into understanding. “A coming into being or use” is the meaning of the word advent.  The first definition can quickly be connected to this definition as it is, “the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas and observed by some Christians as a season of prayer and fasting.  The third definition has an a and a b part to it.  The the coming of Christ at the Incarnation is where we all easily focus during this season.  But the b : the second coming of Christ is no so readily grasped.

Yet, that is where we are called to start out our Christian year.  We will make it to the point where Christ came as a babe, born in a manger.  But we start out looking forward to Christ's return to Earth to rule over it with Righteousness.


The Christian Year not only begins here, but the Christian life.  If Christ is not returning, then what do we have to look forward to?  With out Christ's return, the bodily resurrection will not happen for us.  With out Christ's return, the life lived without sin, death, and decay will not happen.  All that we hope for, all that is associated with eternal life, is connected to Jesus Christ returning to earth and sitting on the throne of the world with no one else competing for authority.


That is what Jeremiah was giving the Jewish people hope about during one of their darkest times.  When Jeremiah composed this section referred to as the consolation section, he was giving them hope that despite the fact the enemy was at the city gate, the falling of the walls and temple were imminent, there would be a day when the current situation changed.  They would no longer find themselves in exile.  They would no longer live in fear.  They would no longer have to hope that their king had the political savvy to keep their land safe from chaos.


They would not have to worry about any of this, because the covenant God made with David would be fulfilled, completely.  There would be a king who sat on the throne for all eternity and he would be from the line of David.  He would bring about the same sort of peace that David was known for bringing to the land of Israel.


What is just and right will be done in the land is how the NIV translates this kings work.  The American Standard Version makes it sound more kingly, “He shall execute righteousness and justice in the land.”  Or even more definitive,  the King James Version has it, “He shall execute judgment and righteousness.”  


That word Judgement shows up again, and we are initially repulsed and scared.  Jesus, as the Davidic king will be executing, not just doing, but executing judgement.  We shy away from judgement as a culture, but that is what is sought out by the Jewish people repeatedly in the Old Testament.  They want the case to be decided and things to be put right.  We know, deep down, that this is what we desire as well.  


The problem is, with full judgement, we would have to change things ourselves.  We would be more than happy to have our neighbors, friends, and family judged, so that they treated us fair.  However, when the King comes in his fullness, not only will they be put right, but so will we.  Once we become comfortable with the idea that we are all sinners and need to change, then we too will be calling out, “Come Lord Jesus, Come.”  Come and execute and complete the plan you promised long ago.


This brief passage out of Jeremiah not only refocuses our attention on the eventual coming of the king to make the world right, but included in it is a reminder of what we will be like.  Verse 16 tells us that we as the people of Judah and Jerusalem will someday being known as, Righteous, just as the Lord is Righteous.  To make this conclusion clear, we need to look first at Jeremiah 23:4-6.  Here, Jeremiah is describing the King that is coming.  


5 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.”  


That is what the king is to be called.  Ten chapters later, the people are to be called, “The Lord our Righteousness.”  It is no longer a he, but a she, the people of Judah and Jerusalem.  We are no longer talking about the King alone being righteous, but the Kings people will be just like the king.  The only way that is possible is through the Kings own righteousness and judgement.  The king making all things to be glorifying to his father.


That process was begun at Christmas and so we celebrate that great even in due time.  But we anxiously await the day when Christ returns to judge both the quick and the dead.  When the day that all that are still living and all who have been dwelling with Christ until he returns are judged and set right, then the day that the Israelites hoped for and Jeremiah proclaimed will be upon us.


The day is surely coming.  We know not the exact date or time, but we know that since Christ has come already, died, risen, and ascended into heaven, that the next logical step is for him to return.  Just as the plant has budded, flowered, and produced fruit, the next logical step is for the harvest to happen.  Are you ready for the harvest?  Are you prepared to stand before God?  Will the judgement and pruning towards righteousness be a new experience for you, or one that has happened time and again over the years?


We are welcome to begin the process right now, because Jesus has been born and began initiating his Kingdom.  His rule is breaking into this world and is knocking on the doors of our own personal lives.  


Let us begin experiencing his kingly rule.  As we do so, we will begin to experience the wonders that come with eternal life more and more.  Life free from guilt and the burdens of sin.  Fear of the results of stepping out dissipating away as we remember who is ultimately in charge.  The reality of death becoming just a stepping stone towards life in its fullness.  All of this and more is available to us now as much as we are able to accept it.  Someday, it will be ours completely, when our righteous King returns, and we then will be called, “The Lord is our Righteousness.”


Let us anticipate that day fully, during this season, and every day after.  For that day is coming!


To the God of all grace, who calls you to share God’s eternal glory in union with Christ, be the power forever! Amen. 

