
Last week, we looked at Moses and the burning bush and saw how God call us into his presence to worship him.  In that passage, Moses excuses for responding to the God he met in worship increased as God's calling for his life became clearer.  Today, we hear from God's interaction with Gideon as one of the judges of Israel.  Again, we see God being put through extraordinary tests to convince his followers to trust him.  If we were to hear the full tale of Gideon, we would wonder, how could Gideon even doubt?


 He is initially met by an angel of the Lord who tells him, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”  To this, Gideon answered basically, “We are being oppressed by the Midianites, it sure doesn't look like the Lord is with me.”


The Lord responds back, “Go and  save Israel, Am I not sending you?”  Gideon comes back with excuses, “Weakest clan in Manassah and least in the family.”  God responds the same way he did to Moses last weak.  It does not matter who you are, it matters who I am and “I will be with you.”


Gideon, still not satisfied makes the Lord wait for Him while he gets an offering, and God in his graciousness does wait.  Then to prove who Gideon is in the presence of, he touches the rock on which the offering sits and fire springs up and consumes it.  Gideon realizes who he is in the presence of and exclaims, “Ah, Sovereign Lord!  I have seen the angel of the Lord face to Face!”  He then responds to this encounter by setting up an altar to worship God.


Much like us however, this great one time experience of seeing God face to face was not enough to instill total confidence in Gideon concerning God.  For when God tells him to tear down the altars to idols like Baal, he responds and does it, but does it in stealth ninja mode under the cover of darkness.  Gideon is eventually busted for tearing down the altar and when threatened with death reasons his way out of the situation.  Thus he gets the name Jerub-Baal or Let Baal Contend since Gideon called on Baal, if he exists to strike him down for destroying the altar.


The Midianites and other Eastern people return to pillage Israel one again and the Spirit of the Lord comes upon Gideon and he rounds up an army.  It is a decent size army, 32,000, but it is going up against an army of about 125,000.  So Gideon has some justification for being nervous and unsure.  Yet, God has been faithful and patient with Gideons lack of faith and continues on with it as we have the famous test of the the fleece and dew.  For two days, God is called upon to put dew on the fleece and nowhere else, then nowhere but the fleece.  Both times God affirms without question that Gideon is the person who is called to liberate Israel.


All of this happens in the previous chapter so that Gideon will trust God.  Gideon knows he is pushing the limits of God for his final request is, “Do not be angry with me.  Let me make just one more request.”  So as we reach our passage today, we should not be too shocked that God reduces the forces.  God has a calling for Gideon and the people of Israel to be free as his people.  He is showing them that they can trust Him as their God.  The question is still, “Will they let him?”  Will we let Him?


Gideon first reduces the numbers by two thirds himself.  Then God reduces the numbers to less than a hundredth of the original.  The image we are supposed to see from the drinking style is those who are ready no matter the situation to respond and those who throw caution to the wind and fulfill the human desires first.  To drink straight from the river means you are no longer looking around you and vulnerable to attack.  Hunkering down and drinking from your hands means you can still see any attackers and respond quickly.  Being so close to the enemies camp, this is key.  But it also shows the discipline necessary to be a follower of Christ.  Standing firm in what you are called to do despite the worlds enticements.


With his 300 men now sorted out and the provisions and trumpets of the others in their possession, God is ready to lead Gideon to free the people of Israel from slave like oppression.  There is nothing else that is needed to accomplish the mission.  Yet God is aware that despite all of the supernatural interactions and involvement throughout Gideons life, there are still elements of doubt.  Fear is still creeping into his mind. “Yes, God has done this, this, and this in my life, but can He really do this?”  It is a fair question, at least I hope it is, because I have asked it often.


It is the question that Gideon's actions hang on.  Can God really do what He proclaims He will do?  We had an army that was a fourth or a fifth the size of the occupying force and with some brilliant strategy, knowing the home turf, and defending for the sake of one's family they might have pulled off the upset.  But then they reduced numbers twice and are left with 300 to rid the land of 130,000 Midianites.  Can God really do this?  We no longer even think to ask, “Can Gideon do this, because the answer is, “No! Of course not!”  But what about God?


God, by entertaining Gideon's foolhardy tests of the fleece had given Gideon enough confidence in who God was to do as God called him to do.  He would go up against the Midianites and worse case scenario, 299 of his brethren and himself would be slaughtered.  But he would be called faithful to God's calling.  Gideon is at the point of, “I guess this is how we should go about it, unless you can think of a better way.”


God sees that Gideon is willing and is trusting, but what  he is calling him to is going to be even greater, so he sends him into the enemy camp to be reassured.  There he hears the prophecy of the bread rolling into the  Captain of the Midianite's Army tent and turning it upside-down.  Showing that no one will be safe from the attack that Gideon will lead.


Hearing the dream and interpretation leads Gideon not to attack, but to worship.  For the second time, amongst all of the dialogue between God and Gideon, we hear that Gideon worships God.  He talks and interacts with God on a regular basis.  But there are times when God so overwhelms us that all we can do is respond in worship.  We have other stuff that needs done, a whole army to overthrow, a to do list that never ends, a world that needs saving, a lawn that needs mowed.  But sometimes, we just need to stop and worship God.  Who God is causes a natural response to worship Him.  


Marva Dawn refers to worship as a “Royal waste of time” in one of her books.  She says by engaging in it, “We do not accomplish anything useful in our societies terms.”  Gideon does not gain more swords by worshipping God, nor shields or horses.  But he needs to out of response to who God is.  Our worship has that potential.  Instead of waiting until 10:00 to start hoping that everyone will get here, we could be waking up each morning rushing to be here or anywhere to worship and praise God for who he is as we realize his majesty, power, and glory.  If we were to do so, we would live radically different lives.  Gideon's worship and our worship increase as we are called to trust and worship God.


As Gideon returns from worship, he is able to trust God and arms his most alert and brave soldiers for battle with three items.  Not your stand sword, spear, and shield but a trumpet, a torch, and a clay pitcher, which ends up broken.  A trumpet to alert people of God's glory, a torch to let God's light shine in the darkness, and broken vessels proclaiming and shining God's glory.  These are what carries the day or night.  For this battle, no one is armed with a sword or shield.  It is all God's work, we just need to be vessels that allow others to see and hear God.


As we see God more clearly, that will lead to more worship and interaction with God where we learn to trust him to do the wild and crazy things he says he will do.  We will not need to wage war as the world does.  We do not need to use fear, bombs, bullets, leverage, or power.  The light of God and the Word of God in humble broken vessels has the ability to demolish strongholds because it has divine power behind it.  For that freedom to work in God's way instead of man's, we worship God this day and any chance we get.

