
“How is my favorite aunt doing?  You sure look fabulous, did you do something with your hair!”  “Greetings wise and benevolent father, the best example of love a boy could have?”    “Hey, best friend in the world who said they would do anything for me, the one I care for so much, I helped them out back in '84 by giving my extra kidney to.”  “Mom, have I told you that I love you?”


These are greetings, greetings which could or could not be heart felt.  Greetings, depending on how you hear them, give you a hint that the person flattering you, might desire something from you.  They are greetings that put your neck hair on end and cause sirens in your mind to go off.  Be careful, they are going to be asking something big of you.


This is what Mary experiences today.  It is just the beginning of why the angel's words troubled Mary.  Hear again, that it was the angel's words, not his appearing that disturbed Mary.  The angel's salutation of, “ “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you,” immediately caused Mary to be troubled.  


The reason being, she was not used to even being greeted.  She was a 12-14 year old Jewish girl who still had yet to consummate her relationship with Joseph and therefore, no connection to royalty at all.  Still a female child, she was only acknowledged formally by her female peers and those younger than her.  Yet, suddenly, here is the angel Gabriel, greeting her with words meant for a King.  This is what causes her to be afraid.


She is being mistaken for somebody else.  She is not worthy of the titles that Gabriel gives her.  She is a peasant girl who is still waiting for her husband to return and take her to his father's house, so she can begin the next phase of her life.  The angel sounds like he has something else in mind.  He knows something she does not.


She is to be the mother of the Messiah, the long awaited warrior king who will establish God's Kingdom for all eternity.  She is to do this in a most unusual way, without knowing a man.  So she asks, how this is to be?  The angel answers that she the Holy Spirit will dwell within her and the father will surround her, and the third part of the trinity, Jesus will grow in her womb.  God will take care of those impossible details, because with God, nothing is impossible.


Mary hears all of this and as an example as the first disciple of Jesus, says, “May it be to me as you have said.”  Mary here does something each one of Jesus' disciples have had to do since.  They have had to look at themselves very differently.  


Mary saw herself as a peasant girl, living in the isolated village of Nazareth in Galilee, which for Jews was looked down upon.  Nazareth was the same size as Haines, I will let you draw your own connections.  Her life seemed set out for her.  Be Joseph's wife, have children, raise them, die.  Nothing earth shattering, nothing worth noting in the history books.  This is how Mary viewed her life.


Yet, God saw her life much differently.  His messenger greeted her as if she were royalty, the most important person in the world.  She was to carry out a task that would change the world.  She would still be Joseph's wife, have children, raise them, and die.  But with God present in her life, this ordinary task became extraordinary.


We are no different from Mary, for we too are called by God to live lives that change the world.  We may ask how it is possible, but we need to look no further than what happened to Mary.  She was filled with the Holy Spirit and overshadowed by the power of God.  The Holy Spirit is available to each one of us to fill up our lives.  God is breaking in all around us.  We are favored, just as Mary was favored.  We, each one of us here, is made in God's own image.  We, through Christ's work on the cross, are eligible to be adopted as Children of God, to have the same calling as the one born to a virgin.  We can be and are Jesus' brothers and sisters.  


The only question left is how we respond to what God is doing?  Are we willing to be the servants of God or will we continue being the servants of our selves.  We all choose something to serve and worship.  Only one of those options is the living God who can change our view of the world.  May we respond to him, as did Mary did without fearing, “May it be to me as you have said.”

