
As we hear the events leading up to Jesus being nailed to the cross, we instinctively say, “How blind were they?”  How did anyone who saw what Jesus did not realize that this was the Son of God?  What happened to Sunday when they were laying down the palms calling him King and calling him the long awaited Messiah or Christ?  Why do they cry out “Crucify Him!”


The masses cried out of blood lust and group think, “Crucify Him.”  But in this story, there are also the reactions of those who knew who he was.  I am not just talking about he Pharisees who were threatened by his teaching.  I am talking about Judas, who used a sign of brotherly love, a kiss to identify him to the authorities.  This was 'the kiss of death' to the fullest degree by Judas to the man he loved.  


At least Judas acknowledged he knew Jesus.  Peter denies three times that he even ever knew Jesus.  Peter, the one who first proclaimed that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah of God.  Now, even after being warned he would do so, still goes ahead and tells the people around the fire, I never knew him.


Compare that to Herod's reaction.  Someone who normally lops off heads for amusement shows restraint.  He shows restraint to the one who had called him the derogatory title of “fox,” in public.  He rejoices at the chance to see Jesus, for he had desired to do so for a long time.  Yet, Jesus does not conform to his will and demonstrates that he is not the puppet for even the king of the land.  He only does what the creator and true ruler of the land wills.  So he is mocked and ridiculed.  But at least he is not kissed or denied.


Pilate sees no wrong done by Jesus, but in an effort to please the crowd, offers to beat Jesus and then release him.  It is not Pilate that demands Jesus' death, it is the very same crowd that took off their coats and laid them in the street.  The very same crowd that shouted “Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”


You and I on Sunday, cried out, “Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  It is you and I who know that Christ has done nothing to deserve it, but we sometimes mock and ridicule God anyway.  We at times, have denied knowing Jesus.  In the darkness around the fire, our actions, if not our words said, “I do not know Him.”  In our desire for Jesus to act, we have tried to force our will upon God.  We tried to make God rely on us to make his world work.  The man we kissed in closeness of relationship, we send to death for our personal gain time and time again.


This is why the cross is necessary.  It shows us the depths of sin of every person.  From the curious outsider, the religious zealot, the ruling executive, to the loyal follower, best friend, and the general public.  There is a part of all of us that cries out, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!”  It cries out because of our sin.  Our sin that does not want to be challenged and our sin that we don't want to have ruling our lives anymore.  Both shout out the same thing, but for different reasons.


One has its own will and desire that does not want to be challenged, so death to the challenger.  The other knows that its own will and desire lead to death, so it cries out for death, so that the challenger dies.  As we move forward to hear Christ's words on the cross, hear how Christ knows who and what kind of people he is dealing with.  Hear the words he is proclaiming to you, to let you know that he goes purposefully.  To appease the wrath of God and allow us to die with him as well.  If we miss that, we truly are blind.

