
After spending the last four months living in Luke, we hear the woman's reaction to the tomb being empty and say, “Really?”  You did not see this coming?  You are wondering where he is at?  You are perplexed with what is happening?  The empty tomb is causing you serious anxiety, you are at loss as to what has happened?  Were you not paying attention at all during this time?  Twice before, Luke records Jesus telling his disciples about the future for him.  Not in some abstract way, but laying it all out there.  


After Peter confesses that he believes that Jesus is the Christ, Jesus tells them, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” Not a whole lot of room to miss that one.  


Later, in chapter 18, Jesus again tells the disciples, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.  On the third day he will rise again.” 


The only excuse they might have is if they did not realize that Jesus was the Son of Man.  But after the events of Good Friday, there could have been no doubt that Jesus was this Son of Man.  For he suffered, was rejected, was killed.  He was handed over to the gentiles, mocked, insulted, spit upon, flogged and killed.  The only thing that remains undone is being raised on the third day.  Today is the third day.


The servant song from Isaiah does not help the case of the befuddled women in the tomb.  It is part of what is written by the prophets to be fulfilled.  They might have been able to claim they were not in on the first conversations with the disciples, but they knew their Hebrew Bible.  They especially knew Isaiah and the servant songs.  They had hopes that Jesus was this Servant.  Part of the servants calling from verse ten says the Lord's will is “to crush him and cause him to suffer,” as part of  a guilt offering.  


However, the proclamation does not end there, for he will see his offspring and prolong his days.  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied.  They did not make the connections however.  It was all laid out plainly before them and they were unable to connect the dots.


We know this feeling, do we not?  There are of course the well written books and movies that hint at or even show you what is really happening, but we do not realize it until the end.  We get to the end and wonder, did the author make a jump in there.  So we review it a second time and see instance after instance where the author is almost thumbing his nose at us, telling us how this will work out, but we heard it as something else.  How is that possible?


Well, for one, we are living out the story of the greatest author ever.  An author that has all of creation, every person in existence, the movements of the planets and the universe, the weather patterns of our planet, and our individual thoughts and feelings interwoven in His story.  All of these parts are working towards the final conclusion, that we know and dwell with God in his Kingdom.  So the grandness of the story is sometimes overwhelming.  


However, that is not the main issue.  The main issue is that not only is God the great author of history, God is also in control of history and is going to do it in His way.  We often do not think big enough to be able to grasp fully what God is doing.


Take the Messiah for example.  The Jewish people were expecting a second exodus, so they expected a new Moses to come and lead them to their freedom, to initiate a new Exodus.  So they tried to make Jesus a ruler like Moses.  He knew Moses' words, he seemed to have a fresh perspective on Moses, and he did God inspired miracles like Moses.  So a new ruler to come and lead the people is what they expected from a Messiah.


God's promised Messiah did do the work of Moses, but that is not who he came to replace.  The Messiah came as the new Sacrificial Lamb.  That is how the Messiah would change things.  It would no longer be any spotless lamb, but the perfect lamb, God himself.  


The people were dejected as they saw Jesus upon the cross, for the hopes of him being Moses were nailed there with him on that cross.  The hopes of him being their Messiah died with them.  Exactly because they did not know the author and his brilliance well enough.  The people received continuing life and were able to head out of Egypt because the lamb had been sacrificed instead of their first born and they had marked their doorways with the blood of the lamb.  They did this every year to remember in the feast of passover.  Why not do it in such a way that it is a once and for all sacrifice that satisfies God forever?  


The Moses version is simpler and manageable by us alone.  The lamb requires us to depend on God, so we ignore it.  But God had been revealing it piece by piece, hear Isaiah's words again, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.


Since God is such a great author and we are so stubborn to have our own way, is there any hope for us?  Are we bound to keep on missing God at work?  There are still mysteries of God that our language is not adequate to explain, so there are plenty of possibilities for us still to be perplexed, or left wondering, to be at a loss for a full explanation.  The women standing in the tomb definitely were not the last time God caused this reaction in his followers.  


It also was not the last time God needed to send special revelations to us to help us understand what is going on.  He sent the two dressed in white to remind the women of what Jesus said.  He has placed the Holy Spirit in each of our lives to remind us of who he is.  He has given us his living word to actively remind us of what the Triune God has done.


We have all of the pieces, we just need to let them work together.  We need to remember what we have been told.  We gather together this morning to remember that the women entered the tomb and found nothing.  For countless years we have been told this story, yet how often do we forget and let death and sin rule our lives, simply because we forget that Jesus has done exactly what he said.  How often do we live as if this is all there is.  If we don't get the best for ourselves right now, if we don't look out for number one, then we missed our chance.  We think that, because we have forgotten that Jesus did not just conquer death, but has gone ahead of us in establishing his eternal kingdom.  There is a eternal kingdom which we are all invited to be a part of.  We are invited to live in it now, but we prefer the common place one, where we feel safe and secure.


We have God's Holy Spirit and his Living Word, the two radiant reminders of what God has done, is doing, and will do.  When doubt or questions come, we simply need to remember the words of the two heavenly men to the women, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?   He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:   ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’”   Then they remembered his words.


Let us remember his words and never forget, He is risen, He is risen indeed!

