
I do not know if this has happened to the two of you yet, but often on big days, like a birthday or even a wedding, someone will come up and say, “If I could offer some advice or have known one thing before I started on this journey, it would be this...”  If I had that opportunity, I would follow what Jesus said when he was asked, “What is the greatest commandment?”  


I would then follow his response, “Love the Lord your God with your whole heart, whole mind, and whole soul.”  As a matter of fact, I am in that situation, so I would encourage the two of you to do the same.  Now what am I encouraging you to do?  What do I mean by love, the Lord, and whole heart mind and soul?


In our culture, love tends to be the warm happy feelings when we fall in love.  I heard in your story those feelings at the beginning.  However, as your story continued, the biblical meaning of love came out.  Love means commitment.  You made a choice to be together, despite uncertainties and an unknown future.  Your love became based on deep appreciation and high regard.  You learned each others stories and felt closer to each other instead of pulling away.  You became an advocate for each other within your relationships and families.  You truly started to know each other and loved one another.


I encourage you to do the same with God.  For he is a God of relationship as well.  That is how he loves best.  Not by warm fuzzy feelings, but in his absolute commitment to us.  We know relationship because of the the personal pronoun 'your.'  You are not to love some God or the God, but your God.  The one you know.  The one that is master over you.  The one that went to great lengths to adopt you as His children.


How are you to love this God who is a relational God?  With your whole heart, soul, and intelligence.  I started trying to find the differences between heart, soul, and mind, but did not make it far because they all refer to your mind or thoughts in the greek.  They have some variations as far as logical versus emotional thoughts, but it is based on your thoughts.  Repeating the same thing three times therefore enforces the idea that everything that your mind thinks is important, this includes feelings, emotions, logic, and basic survival.


We almost reach the end, but I see a bump coming from an adjective, 'whole.'  Whole means complete.  All that you have the capacity to do.  This would work fine, but Jesus there is a second commandment.  Love your neighbor as your self.  These two commandments seem to contradict one another.  How can I have anything left to love my neighbor if I have used it wholly upon loving the Lord my God?  We are taxed to the limit and have nothing further to give if we are living out the first commandment.  How are we to love anymore?


You have already experienced the realm of utter exhaustion of raising a newborn child.  You have lived through multiple summers in Skagway.  You have reached the end of your humanly physical limits and somehow, you find yourself able to push on.  You both have faced adversity early in your lives and are still here, able to love one another and Maggie.


The adversity does not leave with me blessing the rings and you making a covenant vow to one another.  You need to find a source to push through the adversity.  I would submit to you that loving the Lord your God with your whole heart, mind and soul is the the way to go.  For as you know that God better and better, you know forgiveness more, you know mercy more, grace and peace come to rest with in you, joy and faithfulness are just some of the fruits you produce.


As you realize how the Lord your God has loved you, it makes you bolder to love each other and those around you more.  For how can you truly forgive your spouse until you yourself have experienced forgiveness?  Once you realize what Christ has done in taking your sins away by dying on the cross and being the first to be resurrected into eternal life, you have little choice but to forgive the other and let them experience that life giving freedom.  As you yourself experience the love that God has, then you will love your neighbor the same way.


Love your neighbor as your self.  There are some people who do not love themselves very much and we would not want to be loved that way for the rest of our lives.  But we all know people or have known people who really did love the Lord our God with their whole heart, soul, and mind and were therefore able to love their neighbors extraordinarily well.


I pray that you both will know the Lord our God better each day so that you will love each other and those around you better each day.  That your commitment to them would not wane but increase because you can overlook their downfalls and mistakes and see that they are a beautiful creation of the Lord your God, who you love with all that you are.

Amen.

