
We are spending an extra week living here in Revelation 5 to ensure that we have a solid foundation to move onto the rest of the Revelation.  Without the proper and actual understanding of what is going on here in this scene, all that follows will seem like chaos and destruction.  However, as the message settles in that the Lamb conquered by sacrificial servant love, as our minds begin operating out of that perspective of sacrificial servant love, as we read the rest of Revelation with sacrificial servant love as our mindset, God's actions will be seen as redeeming rather than oppressive.


Without the perspective of sacrificial servant love, we see only a lion, we desire only a lion, we could only expect the actions of a lion.  We would ignore the rainbow around the throne and see the judgment as the end of life.  We would shutter and cry out in fear and would be found no where near the throne of the almighty God.  Without sacrificial servant love, what is there?


Verse 3 tells us that no one on earth or in heaven was worthy to open, much less look inside of the scroll.  The angels voice was loud and mighty so that it might be heard throughout all creation.  The question echoed to the very edge of creation and was responded to with silence.  Nothing in all creation  was even able to look at the scroll.  The reason being, no one was worthy.


Verse 5 seems to give us hope that the fiercest beast on the earth might be eligible.  The Lion of Judah, if anybody did, would have the capability.  The elder seems to think so as well.  Those of you who are fans of the Chronicles of Narnia know the character of Aslan as a great representation of Jesus Christ.  He is the one who is worthy.  Christians flock around this figure.  In the movies, he is even bigger than all of the rest of the other lions.


But with all due respect to C. S. Lewis, the character of Aslan does not exist anywhere in Revelation.  We are told that the lion of Judah is who we will see, but we never see anything that looks like a lion.  Lions run down their prey, tear them apart after biting the jugular and claim victory by force.  Lambs are victims to forces of such things as Lions, and tigers and as the pictures that Ruth took a few weeks ago, bears.


You may have seen the pictures as you came in.  They are not pretty pictures, but they show the reality and sovereignty of Christ's conquering.  The mother had a chance to hold off the bear, but the goat kid did not even move.  As was mentioned last week, the greek term for lamb is Arnion and not Ammonos, so it is a lamb and not a sheep.  But we are in Alaska, so we are working with bears and goats to contextualize it.  There is the picture of the black bear with the kid in its mouth, just hanging there and we are assuming that that kid is in its last moments.  The teeth of the bear have already pierced the skin and there are only moments left.


It is not what keeps people glued to animal planet.  We would want to see a good chase, a heroic fight, a sacrificial act from the mother, at least a scratch upon her before she takes off.  Instead, it is like a lunch buffet for the bear.  In this metaphor, evil has walked in and claimed victory.


We should see in the middle of the throne, that black bear sitting there.  For that is the beast with power.  That is the beast that we want to follow.  Even better would be a Grizzly or Polar Bear.  So what do we see?  That little lamb that sat there helplessly on the grass as it was picked up by the bear and carried up the hill to its death, standing in the middle of the throne.


Before, it was unable to run away.  Now it is boldly standing on the very throne where the Almighty God is sitting.  The marks of the sacrificial loving act are still there.  The white fur still has the stains of blood upon it, but they somehow became the signs of victory instead of defeat.


The question is, can we join in the rest of creation in worship of this lamb?  It is Jesus Christ, why wouldn't we?


The reason is, what worship and discipleship to such a one would look like.  It does not mean security, it does not mean control, it does not mean victory as the world would see it.  It means suffering, it means sacrifice, it means defeat, patience, turmoil and conflict with the powers of this world.  Persecution comes with following this lamb.  


That is why we hope for the lion and not the lamb.  The lion would mean the world being set right by force or destruction.  We would not have to change, as long as we were right with the lion, we would gain control and rule.  With the lamb, we lose control and serve.  If Amazon.com is any indicator on what our culture prefers, for the book search, “Christian leadership” yields 5692 results. “Christian servanthood” yields a untapped market of 48.  The terms leader and servant show a similar ratio.  We will buy books that tells us how to be Christian leaders, but not Christian servants.  Yet, many of the descriptors of leadership tell us how to follow the model of Jesus Christ, which is not being a lion but a lamb, serving and not leading.


When we worship with the chorus of creation, we are praising Jesus for serving with sacrificial love instead of leading with domineering strength and power.  Either one of them may have defeated evil, but only one method made someone worthy to read what was on the throne.  For only one method aligned with the way God is.  That is the way of sacrificial servant love.  That is the reason why only one is able to open the seven seals and read what is contained upon the scroll.  The scroll contains what is to happen to bring about the Kingdom of God to completion.  No one is worthy to open the scroll without perfect servant love.  Only Christ has done so, which is why our salvation comes only through Christ.  The angel has called out to all creation and only the slain lamb was worthy to take the scroll, open it, and bring creation to its completion.


The lion may have been able to open the seals, but he would not have been able to redeem us and make us priests and kings of God and his kingdom.  Creation would have been brought to completion, but without us included in that finally.  It was only possible when one who had the strength of the lion with his seven horns, the wisdom of the seven eyes, and the holy spirit to understand how God would go about bringing his creation to order, would we possibly be redeemed to such a high calling.


Make no mistake, there is power in the lamb's actions.  The actions of the lamb has stopped some of the greatest powers in the world.  The gladiator games at the Roman Colosseum were changed by sacrificial lamb like actions.  The British Empire's rule of India were put to an end by Gahndi's adherence to the Lamb's sermon on the Mount.  He told his fellow man who stood silently against the soliders, “They will not kill us all.  Our not echoing their behavior will finally break their hearts.”


Evil begets more evil.  Violence breeds more violence.  Servant love produces more servant love, which leads to God's kingdom.  So choose the way you want to live.  If you choose the way of the lamb, know that you will have scars, you will have wounds that last, you will also have joined the chorus of all creation singing praises to the lamb. 


The slain Lamb is worthy!Take the power, the wealth, the wisdom, the strength!Take the honor, the glory, the blessing! He has taken it all, and in his wisdom used it to be a lamb who was sacrificed.  “Because instead of a lion who hurts others, the messiah is a sacrificial Lamb that takes into himself the hurts of others.”  Let us be like the lamb, taking unto ourselves the hurts of others so that we might stand with him as his priests and kings of his Kingdom.

