
Abraham gets credit for so many things in the life of the church.  He is the father of Isaac, our spiritual father, the man of great faith, and the third person God made a promise or covenant with.  As we look at this covenant, we should remember that covenants with God are God's way of pouring blessings upon those he makes the covenant with.


Now with all the things Abraham gets credit for, and the reality that in covenants, it is God who pours out the blessing, I want to ask, why Abraham?  Why does God pour out his blessing on Abraham.  If we were to look at his resume, we would see that it is obvious, he is a man of great faith throughout his life.  He left the land or Ur to go where ever God lead him.  He was worthy to be promised a great land and many descendants.  He was given a child past his prime for children with a wife who was also past the age and had been barren for the past 90 years.


However, this is Abraham's resume at the end of his life.  What about when he was known as Abram, exalted father, instead of Abraham, father of a multitude?  When his name caused pain to his personhood every time it was spoken until he broke down and fathered a child with his wife's maidservant?  What was he doing that made him the eventual recipient of God's promise?  More importantly for us here today, is what he did repeatable?  


According to Paul in Romans, the answer is no and yes.  If we go by merit, we get a no, if we go by faith, we get a yes.  So what is the big difference between merit and faith?  Because in the end, they both at least require some sort of action.


Paul starts us off with merit via the law.  Keeping the ten commandments were seen by the Jewish people as the way to be right with God.  Paul points out a few key issues here and in the larger context of Romans about the law.  First, Abraham lived almost half a millenia before Moses received the law that we will hear about next week.  If there is no law to keep, then we know that it was not by keeping the law that Abraham was considered worthy of the promise.


We are also told that the law brings condemnation and wrath.  For you can not break the law if there is no law.  Part of the reason there is the grandfather clause in most laws.  If you did something before it became a law, you are not accountable to it.  As the law enters into our lives, we find our lives being judged and wrath proceeding from that, because we have broken the laws and retribution is sought.   


Nor is it by his status, being sealed into the promise by circumcision.  This again, came after the promise of the blessing and was a sign and seal of the blessing already in place.


Since it was not by merit in keeping the law that Abraham was found righteous before God, we are left with faith.  When we live by faith, we are still doing something, we are trusting.  There are a few differences though.  In merit or keeping the law, we are dependent on ourselves to do what is necessary in order to be right with God.  In faith we are trusting God to make us right with himself.  In merit we are keeping a set of rules, in faith we are keeping a relationship.


This relationship keeping is the key to faith.  A relationship allows for grace and mercy to be present within the equation, merit does not.  It is a true or false equation with no flexibility and all of us fall short of the true side.  Yet the relationship side holds true even when doubt arises.


Paul looks at the bigger picture in Romans, but in Genesis, the verse after where we stopped reading this morning, we find Abraham laughing at God when he is told he will bear a son at his age.  Before that, he twice tells people that Sarah is his sister and not his wife.  He had a child through Hagar in order that he really would have at least one offspring.  All of these occurrences would have been offenses to the law if the law was to 'trust God.'  However, it was a relationship that Abraham had with God.  Therefore, grace and mercy were in the equation and Abraham still was eligible for God's covenant of blessings.


Faith can undulate, go up and down at times in our life, because we forget who we are dealing with.  Or perhaps we remember who we are dealing with.  There are those who we are willing to wait for to begin a meeting, because we know that they will be there or are injured.  There are others that we  know we are best to start without them and leave it to chance whether they show.


Abraham is seen as a man who never totally forgot who God is and what God can do.  His life of believing God's word had lead him from his home land, restored his wife to him twice from powerful kings, and now, as God promised him again descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the earth, he can believe God to be trustworthy.


Faith comes down to, what do you trust the most?  Do you trust what you know you have locked up, or do you trust God?  Abraham took the time to look at his circumstances as God promised he and Sarah an heir.  They were bleak.  Paul describes them as both being dead.  For all practical purposes in heir producing they were.  Abraham was closing in on 100 and Sarah was up to 90.  definitely not in their reproduction prime.  Not that they had not tried, you figure they had at least celebrated their 75th diamond anniversary together which means a substantial amount of time together trying.  Over all those years, Sarah remained barren.  If she was barren during the fruitful years, what are the odds when she has experienced menopause decades ago and is now most likely to be in a hospital to die?


It is obvious that Abraham was not looking at his life so far and saying, “I should have a son any day now.”  Everything that he had any control over had failed.  You must have sex to have children, he had done that much for many years with Sarah and still had no children.  He was left to trust in God's future.  


Hebrews 11 defines faith as, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2 This is what the ancients were commended for.”  Abraham is credited as one of the ancients.  As we break down this definition, we want to be sure what it is that we are hoping for.  We often read this and think, if I just imagine or visualize it, it will happen even if I can not see it.  That is again, trying to take back control, something that does not qualify as hope.  Biblical hope is trusting in God, believing God to be who he has revealed himself to be.


Abraham's hope is for a son to exist that can not exist.  He is hoping in a God that gives life to the dead and brings to life things that did not exist.  Sarah's womb has been dead for over 75 years, yet it is brought back to life by God.  He calls a son to be brought forth for the two of them from a possibility that did not exist previously.


God had done this previously in the creation account, it is in his nature to do so.  So despite the facts that were present to Abraham, his hope was in God, his hope was certain because of what God had done in the past.  He could not see how God was going to do it, but he knew God had done it before, so he could put his trust in God.


Abraham was a recipient of God's covenant blessing because he had a relationship with God to know what he could and could not do despite what the circumstances around him presented.  Do you know Abraham's God?  If you do, you know that this is God, the one who can bring the dead back to life and cause things to be that were not.  We also know that God can credit us the righteousness we need without our earning it.  We need only believe in the God who raised Jesus from the dead.  In doing so, we know that the debt that was too deep to ever be repaid has been paid by Christ.  We also know that we who were dead in sin, were credited life alongside the son who died.  We need only trust that God is able to do such wonderful bookkeeping, when everything around us says that financial turmoil is impending.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

