Introduction:

Good Morning: Who am I?

How I know Ryan...

Feelings of inadequacy...

:Perfection, desiring to have it all 'right'

:offering this as a humble gift to God and to the community

Where have we been? 

Where are we going? 

Why are we here in the Sermon on the Mount, and spending an entire summer/year camped here?

· Look at the section through the different lenses continually – Near & Far

· Challenge to dwell here and not simply listen to Ryan's sermons each week (camp out here, take advantage of this opportunity to enter into the sermon in depth and as a community)

“You have heard that it is said....but I say to you...”
What is Jesus up to in this section? 

Is he giving us a new set of laws? 

How does he want us to respond?

Jesus is presenting to us here principles, and then he masterfully illustrates these principles. It is not a new law he is giving us. Rather, as he said previously, he has come to fulfill the law. To deepen the law. To make the law full of life. 

Draw out who it is that is speaking this phrase...”but I say to you”

:It is God the Son in the flesh expounding upon the law, this is no mere teacher of the law, but the giver of the law himself. We'd best listen up and attempt to understand what he is saying

:At the end of the sermon it is written, “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

So, what is the law? 

Is it merely a matter of keeping the law that counts? Does it have simply to do with our actions? 

Or is there something deeper to the law? Is the law after something more than simply actions?

Two sections:

1. Spirit of the Law not the letter of the law
2. The fulfillment of the law by Jesus is not negative but rather positive...
not death, but life
Spirit of the law not the letter of the law
-not after 'rule followers' he is after whole persons...jealous lover.

-Psalm 40:6-8 'Sacrifice and offering you did not desire – but my ears you have opened – burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. Then I said, 'Here I am, I have come – it is written about me in the scroll. I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.

-the pharisees had perfected the rule keeping aspect of the law, but God did not have their hearts

-in the first section, the beatitudes, Christ goes after the heart...one cannot live out this new life without first having a change in heart. 

*Okay this is what the heart of the gospelized looks like...now this is how they live

“I have come to found a new kingdom. I am the first of a new race of people, the first-born among many brethren; and the people of whom I am Head will be of a certain type and character, people who, because they conform to that description, are going to behave in a certain manner. Now I want to give you some illustrations of how they are going to behave.” (Lloyd Jones 188)

-Christ is not calling us to simply rules to live by, a code of ethics, rather he is offering us a completely different way of life, that can flow only from gospelized ones. These are not natural human qualities. They come to one only in the power of the gospel.

*Not Natural human tendencies*
-Jesus doesn't do away with the law of Moses, he goes even further. He 'ful-fills' the law...he deepens it, and fills it with life. He presses the law further, beyond mere actions...and in doing so he intensifies the demands of the law, and with this intensification comes a new and deeper life. 

-What is the true purpose of the law?

-To show us our inability to keep the law?

-To give us laws to live by that will cause us to have better lives?

-To keep us from living in sin

-To give us life? To keep us from death and destruction, and to help us to walk in freedom and truth?

*Not Negative but Positive*
-lens of life vs. death

-Christ has not come to abolish but to deepen

-Not 'don't do this,' but a, 'look at what darkness really is...not merely actions but in the heart. It is here that we must look to and examine.'

“Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, 'listen to me, everyone and understand this. 'Nothing outside you can defile you by going into you. Rather, it is what comes out of you that defiles you.' After he had left the crowd and entered the house his disciples asked him about this parable. 'Are you so dull? Don't you see that nothing that enters you from the outside can defile you? For it doesn't go into your heart but into your stomach, and then out of your body. What comes out of you is what defiles you. For from within, out of your hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile you.” Mark 7:14-23

-so often we simply want rules...easier, less demanding

*We often are like the Israelites. We are afraid of what God would demand of us...we want a Moses to intercede on our behalf before God. We are afraid of the holy God, and so we keep our distance, and play it 'safe.'.

Jesus calls us for more...he calls us to life...The gospel of Christ can never be reduced to simple rule keeping

“The natural man likes to be given a definite list; then he feels that, as long as he conforms to the things stated in the list, all will be well. But that is not possible with the gospel; that is not possible at all in the kingdom of God.”

“The gospel is not another law, but it is something which gives us life.”

· It is life giving...empowering

- It deals with and sets us free from the darkness deep within...example of murder...lust

These examples are a deepening of the law...giving us life...illustrating how the gospelized live.

What does this mean for mission, for the way we live, the way we interact with others?
Jesus calls us cities on hills...what does this mean? How do we do this? Should this be our focus? Why do we live gospelized lives? For life and freedom in our own lives? Or do we live this way for the status quo, to keep face, and to be 'examples'/'witnesses for others?

· DANGER!!!

· Cannot live for the purpose of being witness alone...if we do then we too quickly and easily fall into the trap of 'rule keeping'...how often I read the sermon and my first thought is to keep the rules...Christ is not calling us to that at all...but that is so often where I want to turn...

What does this mean for mission? It means that God is calling us to life first and foremost to experience the light and freedom of his truth in our own hearts and lives. We are lost and we too often choose darkness and we need the freedom and truth of the gospel as much as everyone else around us. It is so essential to remember this...for I believe that the second that one begins to try to bring the light to others rather than living in the light themselves, one is then choosing darkness. In that moment one steps out of the light and the forgiveness and redemption found therein, and one falls into darkness. It is essential that we are overcome by the light, overcome by the freedom of this way of living, and then it will automatically flow out and shine before others. If we focus on being called out, rather than focusing on being called to, we then miss the mark. We are called to Christ, to find truth and light, and it is from there that we will shine. We must be so careful to not attempt to shine on our own or to bring the light of Christ on our own, or to bring our own light to others.

-Christ is calling us to have this freedom and light in our lives...where we need it so terribly badly. Small focus change, but so different. If we live simply to be 'examples' we are then following rules and missing the point of it all....however, if we are involving our whole selves and living in the light for the freedom and truth it gives us, we will then be living the way we are called to live and we will then be lights without even 'trying' to be...it naturally flows. We must live this we not simply to be 'good Christians' but because this is life...to live otherly, to live apart from this is death and darkness...Do not miss the point...do not be good and keep the 'rules' to be an example...offer your heart and your whole self to God, and be set free to live in freedom and truth....this is the gospel...this is how one becomes a witness...by being fully consumed by the life and truth and freedom of the gospel of Christ.

Take Aways
1. Christ here is not giving us new rules to live by...he is going after our hearts and illustrating to us how it looks for one to live with a heart that has been affected by the gospel. It is out of our hearts that our actions come forth, and God wants our hearts, not merely 'nice behavior'

2. In Christ's words he deepens the law...what is it that you are afraid of? Why do you personally cling to certain areas of the law in your life rather than penetrating to living life from the heart? What fears hold you captive? What pains and hurts from the past are unhealed, and thus keep you locked in fear and apprehension? In what areas are you hesitant to hope and believe?

3. “...but I say to you...” What is it that Christ is saying to you? What is it in your life that you are hiding behind, and that Christ is calling you to go deeper in? How are you hiding in 'rule keeping' / 'righteous living'?

4. Don't Harness it....Don't limit it....Don't hide in fear...Allow the gospel to break into your life...Allow the in-breaking Kingdom of God to transform you from the inside and experience fully the freedom and truth and life that is waiting for us in the Gospel of Christ.

5. What is this new way? Is it a burden? A new law? No it is life! It is wisdom! It is truth! It is a way of living where life is found and death and darkness are confronted head on and defeated. We are called to this life because this is life...It is in this manner of living that life is found and to be had. Life is not found in a mere following of rules...keeping of the law. Life is found in active and dangerous relationship with God.

Benediction
You have heard it said....but I say to you.....

....Christ is not silent...He is still living and active and speaking to us today....

...What is it that Christ is saying to you? In what ways is he 'speaking' to you? What areas of your life are you keeping from the truth of Christ, and clinging to your 'good acts' / your acceptable way of living

...Christ is calling us out...he is calling us to more....He is calling us to life.....

Listen now to the words of Christ:

“I have come that you may have life.. and have it to the full...The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy....”

“Blessed....right on....'n sync...are you when your heart is right before God...you lucky dogs....it is to you whom the kingdom of God belongs....It is to you whom comfort will be given....It is to you whom mercy will be shown...It is you who are the children of God...

.....You lucky dogs....You blessed ones......You have been given life....

Now.....LIVE!

